
,.. - ,. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Copy of letter sent to The Honorable Jerome P. Cavanagh 

July 28, 1967 

The Honorable Jerome P. Cavanagh 
Mayor. City of Detroit 
11th Floor. City-County Building 
Detroit. Michigan 48ZZ6 

RE: MINORITY GROUP HOUSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

Dear Mayor Cavanagh: 

In view of the recent chaotic condition with which the citizens of Detroit have 
been faced, we declare that immediate and substantial action should be taken by 
the captioned committee as -well as the officials- of City government in an effort 
to set up safeguards against the recurrence of the terrifying events of the past 
week. 

Many have said t>ver the past few~ays tltat no one•has given audience to the rrl'any 
grievances related t'O the devastated east and weltt side corrtmunities. and that 
this may cf'r may"'not"be respt>nsible•for some of the incidents which have occurred. 
Needless to pO'int out, over the past several years we have not been able to ... 
sttpply adequate ldtv-incO'trte housing nor have we been able to meet many of the 
other problems attendant to this. This may be a paramount factor in the events 
that have occurred, notwithstanding the criminal acts committed by those who 
were involved. 

In a motion by this committee this morning we are recommending that the 
emergency committee chaired by J. L.· Hudson, Jr. jusr-established by your 
action be instructed to creatt! immediately~ sttb-comtnittee cotnprised of ~rass 
roota ci't:bens of the de~astated at-eas on both the east and west side of Detroit, 
and that this grass roots committee b~ provided knowledgeable resdurt:es by a 
broad gro'Up of ag1mciea'"a.rltt'organizations involved;tnd indigenous to"the 
community .... Further. that fbis special sub-C'bmmittee bohl immediate hearings 
in tWe ... devastated areas fo'i' the purpose of obtaining ft'om the citizens of"the areas 
what they believe wi'1l be the best and most fundamental approaches for the 
rebuilding of our city. 

The grass roots committee should be comprised of representatives of all the 
organizations in the devastated areas including those referred to as the most 
radical organizations. Such committee should be supplemented by other -citizens 
in thi'e community and for resource purposes we would urgently request that the 
effec'tive sEn'vtces of the Detroit Housing Commission be ud.11zE!'d in-direct con
junction with these hearing's. MoreoV'er, we would suggest that as technical 
resources every commuhity organizatidn functioning in these areas including 
churches, civic and fraternal organizations be involved. These hearings should 
commence immediately and be held at an appropriate site within the community. 
We believe that the City should pay for necessary incidental expenses incurred in 
connection with the establishment of such hearings. 
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We further ask that recommendations which may derive from this committee be 
given top priority by the emergency committee and the entire City administration 
whether in the area of housing. employment, education or social welfare. 

Finally, we ask that because o! the crucial tack of housing-resul&g from the 
catastrophy serious- consideration be given to the immediate construction of low
incotne housing units~n now available vacant land, including urban renewal land, 
for the relocation of these citizens. 

We ftrmly bel1.eve that in'"'vi~w of the"7ery fitle"'h.ce ~elations tltat1ias traditionally 
existed in Detroit, despite the recent unrest, the City administration should 
acquie~ce in thes'e ptop'Osals which! in our-view, could provide""to the people of 
Detroit :m. opportunity to reaffirm their faith and confidence in the leadership 
role of this city in the field of race relatiruis. 

Copies to: 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) Mrs. Mattie J. Myers 
Chairman, Sub-Committee 
on Minority Group Housing 

The Honorable Common Council 
Mr. J. L. Hudson, Jr. 

This letter was written by the members of the Minority Group Housing Sub
committee of the Detroit Committee for Neighborhood Conservation and 
Improved Housing, 2211 Orleans, Detroit, Michigan. 
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.~ STATEMENT OF HOUSING NEEDS 

As yet it has been impossible to gather reliable informa

tion relating to the number of dwelling units destroyed and persons 

and families displaced by the recent civil disturbance in this city. 

Field crews are now preparing to enter the areas where 

the most damage was incurred and aerial photos are now available 

to assist in the evaluation of housing needs. 

While most of the structures destroyed were primarily 

connnercial buildings, a great number of these buildings also con

tained housing units. 

Our best estimate at this time is as follows: 

Number of dwellings destroyed 

Number of persons dislocated 

1000 

4000 

Emergency housing has been provided for every case that 

has come to the attention of the local authority, however most 

of this housing is necessarily of a temporary nature. 

This city which already was experiencing one of the 

lowest vacancy rates in the nation must move innnediately to replace 

the loss to its housing stock. To do this federal aid through 

the following programs is urgently needed. 

The waiver of the administrative procedure and delays 

that are involved in qualifying an area as a conservation project 

is needed. The feasibility of designating the entire riot area 

or areas, consisting of several square miles, as a renewal area 

by the Department of Housing and Urban Development should be 

determined. 



- 2 -

If done, this would enable the City with the aid of the 

Federal Government to enter the area and demolish the existing 

shells of structures, acquire vacant property under eminent 

domain, and sell the property for new permanent and temporary 

construction. 

This action would also qualify the residents of the 

area for low interest rehabilitation loans and hundreds of others 

for the section 115 rehabilitation grants of $1,500. 

In line with this the procedures for qualifying and 

processing 22ld3 and other housing construction loans should 

be simplified and streamlined. 

Because of the 4,000 persons who have been left homeless 

as a result of this disaster the staff of the Relocation Division 

of the Detroit Housing Conunission should be greatly increased 

and the homeless families made eligible for relocation payments 

and relocation assistance as though they were being relocated 

from an urban renewal project. 

In addition to the activities which will be needed to 

be accomplished in order to adequately rehouse the dislocated 

families and rehabilitate the area, an inunediate allocation of 

additional public housing units should be made to the City of 

Detroit. In this connection the long delays and administrative 

procedures in order to construct public housing units should be 

waived to the maximum extent possible. Also permission should be 

granted to utilize the existing housing at Fort Wayne for an 
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extended period of time as public housing. 

In addition to the thousands of families that are now 

homeless because of fires and vandalism, thousands of others 

will need to be relocated because of damages to the existing 

structures which has made them unfit for human habitation. The 

Department of Health and the Department of Buildings and Safety 

are now making inspections of the entire area to determine the 

extent of this relocation load. 



" «iit~ of llrtroit 
JHR.OMB P. CA V .ANAGH, M111M 

OPPICB OP 

DETROIT HOUSING COMMISSION 
2211 ORI.BANS STRBBT 

to 1iho Honorable 
the O~ Counoil 
C1 t7 of Dotro;l.1; 

We ·Vi.ab to report cm tbo ~ ~--.aina .ml the lA:lr-.mt ~ prcpma u toll.ant 

{!!EDBmT nousnm 

i. The Bous11JQ: Asa~ Adot!dstn.Uon or the .Deptwmt Of HOd81Dg aQll Urban 
Dlrtalopmmt hu lm1aboriH4 u \o uae all 'AGamlea in our uistiQg hoeing 
dovel.op:lent.a to boa8a rm, 11111111' mde bclmlu• b7' tho oakaVOpbe. We bacl 
~-•1x (86) mit.o of var.1cnw aimu anUsble tor this pmpoae u of 
tueadl;r,, Jlill' 2s, 1961. A\ w.. wr1'1Dg,, a han i.ued '° ~t 
(J8) turtUea tl'Cll tbe d1aaAa _.. md appa.tntaimts b.avo bOflD mD4e tor 
la&ling \o additlcllAl tmdH.es. 

In ild41t1on, tu.tUN YaOCCd.u 1lill. be hel4 tor .-gcmoy boat.dng. Oar 
Cantnl TeDm.tt, 8elocUoD cd ~ Ottieoa wn open lut Satvda;r 
mS StmdsiJ'" tor ~ to ,..,, ,., in med ot ~ h01Ul1ag. tfa nu 
not 1oue IJ11T ~ .. to ~ GHllioaDto m our nitiaa liat. until 
all hcnleu t•1 Uoe an pll09d. 

2. the Hou11:11 A881a\Gme .ldlliDidrat1m hM aa1ibm'1aecl mZburbmi Boaa\ng 
Cc:811Baiau tbat ~ 11q be wa1ftd.1n mdar to bou.aa hClll81Ha 
tam11ea trm n.troit - th1B imlude:J Bou1Da "'-l•dcmo in ~ 
Inlmtor, Ecoroe, lU:rer aoap, Jftl..O,..,., fto3'nl Oak, ~ .. W19DB, 
Daabon, ~ Iqon mid Pcatiao. SboQ14. t.be aaad e.riM:, n vUl refer 
tmJies to t.b.eoo Houillg OCllSd.Ddona. 

3. Ve haft appl"Uft1 hem tho Hmatag .Aa~ ~ to lwa on 
:l.D4atim.'8 asmt-or af nom\ heal• ,m1ab ~be a-ndlnble OD tbe pd.Yato 
wUt;. v. bavo a1o*4 1lib8 Vnited ~ lanl.V- Anooiation. am 
otJmM to iD\anaifT tha1r ettona in t.b1s rupoot. 
ID addl'\iaa, tt:a. Dou:Jins ~ ~an baa nlaUcl tiba l'eqld.n
lllde ot tbD pbyaioal oond1'1oal ot tbu. dvellS118o in ozdut w tM!Uuta 
this ~ma. Ve m11 amtiimo oar' .UQl'to to .U 'tlORDt d..:IJ!np 1l!dab 
can be uti Jkod tf.IZ' ~ boa«' Ill• 
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8 have 8 loaae With the fodaral Bmai.Dc +cJmizrl.9tratiOD for BU:t7-GDD (61) 
vacam JD tca.aloaurea "' • NZrtal. of •1 per unit per aanb to be ..Se 
available to ~ v1otiu. tbeae dselUng8 an nacm\ and om- 11\att 
is 1Dspeo\iJ:tg thm to d8'ondm o:ni1eMlttT, D08d tor repail's, no. ~ 
progra 1d.l1 be apedited as needed. 

~. n baYe tlldllt)'•t.hlw (23) ~ant dnlliaaa ll8do aY&ilabla b;r the 
Veterans Adn1n18traticm. We will Bake tonaal ~ vit.h tiba a a 
later date tor the uoe of tbeae dnlUqps it thq an DHdad. !baae 
dnlliDga will also be 1napocW '° ~ the1r o0Dd1t1on, liftb111t.71 
neecl tor repairs, eto. Vo will nport to JOU1 in a Sttpaftte letter, an 
tb1& pl"Oll'aa. 

s. V• ban appl'O'lal f the Ganera1 Senicea ~Uon to utilia• otficer 
and anliated mcm quartara at Port Vqne tor 11 .. 1e111 tem111e•. baN are 
loiV·•ilht (48) ~ wb:J.cb can be ued tar th1e pupo1Ht. Selle ot 
tbue apart.aoata contain three &Dr:' four becSraoi:ls which can N uaed to 
house large tudH•a· Oar statf inspeoted aeftftl of Uieae dwelliqa cm 
JuJT 291 1'67, BDd toum that mo.t ot \bm ca bo uaed farned.1atel.T. Wo 
ah0\1ld be readl' to Na\ t.heso apartaenta to mv- .t~ in need. of t.h.m 
by Kondq ~ Auguat 7, 1967. We v1ll al.ao report- to J"OU1 ill 11 aepare.'be 
la\tor, OD tb1a pracraJ.'l abortq. 

6. Va hnve tvo (2) sites aYailabla tor tamponq howdna it neoded. 'lhia 
haa.B1Dg would be in tho na\uro ot aobil.9 traUen am plaatio podeaio dOiUs. 
fhaao aites were tonarq utiliaed far vetaNDB bona'ng v!Wm was removed 
baok 1n l9SS mid 1956. We have det.endnod that 8CllO of the utilities originalJ7 
plaoed on t.beae aitea ·oazl be salnpd it Deed be in order to aXp8dite t.h1a 
pl"OINll• Ve have been d18C11Sd.Dg '11th tihe DOil Cbmaioal OCl!lp81\1 the poaslbilitJ' 
of ua1ng pJ.ania goodosio dmaa tor ~ hoas:lr>g. 

IQ Eldditicn, we kaOlr th&\ tbllre 8.1'8 llaDJ' t.raUer and mobile h afti.lable 
1n the Detroit area. Cl>MinilW tbla '71>e ot ~ hoa.arsg is~ 
m our racei'fing faderal hDda for 11.his pirpouo. We an CJ11r1ct1tl]¥ d11crus1Dg 
w.a aapeot td.tb tbe ~ of llCUll1Dfl 8114 Urban Denlcpoz:iii. 

7. We haft =-rou &Wt people mrkiDc in tlbe ~ area 1D ordezo to datend.co 
the nmrbor ot dwe1lina um.u de~, ~ ut.im1wlcl to to\al 61.&2. Ve 
an also tl7iDs to d.etem1Do \ho nud>er ot buaiDoaaea dutrqyad. 

hnb.er, all of oar .wt an ooaptmting vor,y olo•al¥ With all aaenaiea 
inYOlved iD alleviatina tt. suf'feri.QI ot t.be bmolees, amt n an u.S.nf;a1ld.Dg 
contacts 80 tha\ tbV will kllov mat 11'8 08D otter 1n the .,. of ..raena.r 
haaaiac am otlhe aaa18tanoo. 
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8. !he Boud at ld.ucation bu offend oevval. a1Dgle b.mea and flats, a to\al 
tVlllt7-eight (26) dn111ng•, which can be U8Gd tor merpnq bou1%as. 8Clle 
ot ttsuo dlrelltnaa can b uaed tor~ hoaans tor a .to umb8 am 
othon oan be UBGd tar a loagui poriacl ot tjm. rheee cbrolµnas aro locded 
cm Id.tea 1lhare DSV acbOol construot1on 1o acbeduled asc:ae tt.8' in tbo mu' 
htun. We vill OJTml88 to tDapeot, theq chrelltnga to deMnd.u their 
comliticm am~ tbe;r au be utilism tor tmec:Uate plaaaant. 

LOW·Bll'f BOUSDO PBOO.RAH 

1. We have been d1scussing with the Housing .Aalietauoe ~tian mt \be 
llmtnn1 Ani.Btimoe •d'dm stration ~ta tor apoea:aq up the 
oonstruction ot all oi;u- law-rent houiq 1D the pl81Vdq otacoa. ~. 
we !l&n uked the Banwal Assistance Jld11hrtArat1on to apedito the acqm.alidcm 
of land at 11rban J1tmtNa1 Pro~ot Miah. B-124. Thin urban nmaal project ia 
to be utilised tor low-itemt housing. One hundred m:ad f01"t7 (l.40) ~ 
tor large tadlieo is propose4 on thlB •ite which 1a located at I.Forest, 
Hassell• Obr.YBlal" ~and Oantiold. Arcbi\ectural pJ.mming tor~ 
iB ad.vanaed to:r enough so that vo can adTerlise for ocmatruot1an bids 1D 
11ppros:1Jlatel1' nm.v (90) dqa u tih• land can be aoquired Bbortq. 

2. tJrbm Renanl Projoat Mich. ~J.6o iu looa\ed in the na1Dit7 of BJnlo, 
Humboldt mcl Hngon]ia and is achodnled. tor uso u a low-rent hoaaing site. 
Biahv·tvo (62) \1D1\e tor larp faajli•a will "'1mt'D&ll1' bo built hero mid 
a:rohlteotural plmm1ng 1s alao well adft.llOed. on thia site. In addition, tbo 
rol.coation probl.CSil on tbio site VDDl4 be ftr7 maall sine• than are cmq 
~ tiftecm (15) fam111es ill naidenoo \hero nOH'. 

3. Urban B9DllW81 Pro.ject 111ch. B.-lh.$, loca'8d a\ B.Jetfenm1t Sheridan, Oong:reos 
and Baldx1n GDIS to bo used tor senior oillien housing, baa been aub1d.ttecl tor 
quite acme ts. am v have also aako4 that t.bi8 oiie be upeditad.. 

4. the HotUd.DI As~ .ldainiftraticm bas indioaterl tbat, it n td.ll. 1ncroaeo 
th9 mmber of units cm four at oar .propoaed semor oit1Bon s1\eo 11 UaeT will 
do ~ posaible to apedite tbeil' approval. BO tbat VO ., procaed. Ve 
ba'n pn~ :lntonucl J01D" Bonanble BCJdT that ao haft had -~ 1D 
ccmmcticm vith om limt.t.aticma tddcb vore dal.&Q1.DI ilhia popm:i. ID T1eW of 
tba cloftl.opi:mabo ot last week, it is our toeJ»ig that 1ac1'eu1Dg tho mmber ot 
units cm tboae sites vould be adruable not ~ beamwe of the peat need. for 
senio:r c1t1acn bou1Q(I but aleo because the imreu*1 um.ta whioh would be 
built are needod Sn o1'der to help allenate the overall housing ah°"8p. We 
haft diocnussod tbia 11at'8r vith the otaff at tile Cit7 Pl.en Camdaaian am tbq 
are 1D ogrecmmt with tbia pla of aoticm. 

We v:ll1 mn.eo iour Bcmorable Body trc:a ~ 1io t.t.m 1D oor:meotiai with tb8 maeJ'IODOJ' 
hCRUJinl pl'Gp'lll and vU1 Glao aclviae 70U at a lator date ot the detaU8 ill om:mactlcm 
dt.b the ahllJpa in th• lotr·l'dt program. We v1ll also ahartl1" pruent additional 
noant ai\u \o yaoz Hcmarable Body for appraiaal. !bes• sit.a will be ~ 
tor l.u&8 taill' unite. 
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Bet 

!lae Departccnt of liawdn& ad Vrbllll .Dnel t baa destpat.ed Hr. iflJHa Lorens 
at the Ben9nl Aaais1ianoe Acbdn1atra.tion to aot aa coordinator tor all Bou1Dg 
ml Urban Developa=t ard other fed.oral agenoiu to uain. Detroit dar1rc tbia 
..,.eDOT• Mr. Lorem bas beCl nq cooperative md belptal in all matten 1D 
tbm~tion. 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

James Wiley, Assistant Director 
Community Renewal Program 

Charles A. Blessing, Director of City Planning 

July 28 I 1967 

Dwelling Unit Destruction and Family Relocation Need 

In response to your verbal request, I am submitting our best present 
estimate of dwelling unit destruction and family relocation need based on 
information which we have assembled on the major areas affected by the destruc
tion of buildings by fire. In order that this be as specific as possible, I submit 
the following list by major streets affected: 

Virginia Park 
Twelfth 
Linwood 
Dexter 
Pingree/Blaine 

Block 

100 
100 
50 

Butzel Area (2 large apartment buildings) 
Grand River 
Selden C curt Area 
Mack between St. Jean and Gratiot 
Longfellow Area 
Kercheval 
Gratiot plus East Warren 
Chene 
East Side Industrial 
Jefferson-Chalmers 
Tiger Stadium 

Total 
Persons per dwelling unit 

Dwelling Units 
280 

150 
100 

30 
10 
15 
25 
25 

5 
6 
4 
2 

642 
x 4 

2 , 5 6 8 or 2 , 5 7 O 

While we do not have any basis for an accurate average number of persons 
per dwelling unit, we can reasonably estimate 4 persons per dwelling unit, lead
ing to a total of approximately 2, 5 70 persons displaced. This figure can be sub
stantiated to a greater degree of accuracy as soon as we receive the latest aerial 
photographs provided through TALUS, which we should have in by next Monday 
morning, July 31. 
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We are now mapping at the scale of 100 feet to the inch, the damage on 
all of the above commercial streets and should be able to get a more accurate 
figure on residential structure loss from the same aerial photographs. We will 
submit more valid data as soon as possible on Monday or Tuesday. We are con
centrating our effort on an accurate mapping of all destroyed buildings and 
should have a reasonably accurate map available for use on Monday or Tuesday. 

CAB:kwt 

cc: Mayor's Office 



1~__.., 
July 26, 1967 

{Dictated by Mr. Robert Knox at meeting with Mr. William Lorenz 
coordinating the Department oi Housing and Urban Development programs 
as they apply to the city in response to the recent emergency.) 

They have approved our request to house burned-out families in our available 
public housing units -- preferably to low-income families but on a temporary 
basis to any family. They have also requested the suburban housing authorities 
to house burned-out families on the same basis. 

They have requested the Federal Housing Administration to make available their 
vacant units to us and, as of this afternoon, they have turned over 200 units to 
us at a minimum of $1. 00 a month. They have also requested the Veterans 
Administration to do the same. We have not heard from them yet. 

We have also requested the General Services Administration to turn over the 48 
units at Ft. Wayne for emergency housing -- and the Bureau of Public Roads to 
turn over any units they might have -- also the Wayne County Road Commission 
and the Department of Highways. 

They have also contacted Asst. Secretary Ralph. Taylor regarding the availability 
of any demonstration funds that might be available for emergency housing. 
Their staff and our staff have been investigating the availability of mobile homes 
and the availability of funding for mobile homes. 

We have found better than 100 units in the area we can have within 24 hours and 
about 500 we can have with.in 48 hours. 

If we are designated a disaster area, the funding will be available through the 
Housing Assistance Agency. If we are not, we are going to have to come up 
with City funding or funding from some other source -- possibly demonstration 
funding. 

The demolition we are trying to carry out now we are hopefully going to fund with 
the Scattered Site demolition program. Wliat we are doing now is just taking down 
dangerous walls that are overhanging sidewalks and dangerous buildings. But we 
are trying to keep accurate time and cost records so that we can fund th.is under 
available funding that we now have in tile Scattered Site demolition funding . We 
are working on the mechanics of this this afternoon with the federal agency. 

We are also checking in the urban renewal areas for vacant units that we already 
own to find any that might be habitable or might to made habitable to move 
families into. 

RDK:de 




