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The meeting of the Republic of New Africa group was attended by some 250 or
more men and women, with about & young children and two infants also observed.
Mr. Williams was the only person present with any connection with the church.
The meeting started at about 8:00 p.m. and officially adjourned at 11:25 p.m.
However, there were groups of stragglers within the church for several minutes
after“adjournment. Mr. Williams had informed certain RNA membéPs that he
was instructed to insure that the church was empty and the lights turned off
by 11:30 p.m. He met with some resistance.

Mr. Williams noted at one point that there were about twelew men, armed with
rifles who served as guards for RNA officials. He had obesrved that all
others in attendance had been carefully searched upon entering, with no dis-
covery of weapens resulting.

Shortly after 11:30 p.m. (approximately) Mr. Williams noted that the growp
of armed guards were collected in two separate groups--cne near the mid point
of the middle aisle and a second group near the extremity of the rostrum
which was closest to the side--rear exit from the church on to Linwood Ave.
Mr. Williams was in the eastern church aisle one-third to one-ha}f the

to walk. Mr. Williams, stood at that point, in the eastern portion of the
lobby which gave him a perfect view of all that occurred between the church
entrance and the intersection of W. Philadelphis and Linwood Ave.He said
he was attempting to recognize some of the people who had left the church.
A few minutes before, he had locked the church doors so they could not be
entered from the street, while permitting freedom of egress.

¥Within the first minutes following stationing himself in the church lobby,
Mr. Williams cbserved a police scout car turn right off Linwood Ave. into
W. Philadelphis; it stopped suddenly in front of the church's main entrance.
A police officer emerged and as soon as he reached the curb of the sidewalk
he fired at the church doors with a rifle resembling a pump gun. The bullets
struck the verticsl metal dember separating the panes of glass in the doors.
A second officer followed closely, shattered glass in one door with his
réfle butt, activated the door handle, and both officers utmd.%
mm«zmmmmmmmmunum
scattered in all directions. Some crawled under church pews. Mr. Williams
and others ran into the basement through the nearest entrances--on either
side of the rostrum. They were herded together and forced up the stairway
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the gunfire from the policemen who crouched behind the cars and tixis
parked at the omrb in fron of the chubch.

Alsc, Mrs. Keyes observed:

1) One Negro officer carrying out a Negro women in his arme and into one
of the 5 buses on scene. She wes later removed from the bus on a stretcher.
Mrs. K. could not see where she was teken.

2) Two stretchers with adult bodies strapped to them were brought out of
the church and one with a child on it.

3) Two buses were filled with people and part of a third, in addition to
some police caPs.

4) Pachgges of papers were removed from the church in boxes and in a duffle
bage

5) One policeman was observed with his gun pressed to the chest of one
prisoner for some time. '

6) One man was observed cravling in the church lobby.
7) Many women were searched openly by the officers.

8) The lights in the church dimmed for a time at one point and then came
on again.





