BPR 19 1966

%. Patrick's Community Council
2651 John E
April 1B, 19c8

Coodman Bros. & Co.
313 Hichlgsn iAve. .
Petroit 26, Hichigen

Gentlemen:

Ye are sn oygenizstion intersated in upgrading our neigh-
borhood and iaproving living condivions for our residents.
Some of the membors of our Community Council sre tenants of
your bulldinges at 104 Vatson und 124 Alfred. They huve many
times seked fopr repuirs %0 be made in thelr speritments with
little resuiis.

Ye are snolusing 2 recent zurvey made of these bulldings
which shows the conditions under which tensniz sre living.
Tiftesn out of around 22 coccuplied apartmenss were surveyed at
104 Vatson., Only seven weYe surveyed ai 124 Alfred, but these
wore selected in & random wanney, zud iv is our feeling that
they are typical of the remsipder of the buildiang. Although
¢ have not mede & thorough survey of 28EZ John H, conversations
with some of the tesante iudlcste thet the tensnis seldom have
hot weter snd are sometimes wilbous heatl, WW0o.

in behslf of your ceretakey av 104 Vatson, he is not
equirped to denl with the ienents or thelr visitors in a cours
tecus manner. A8 you will note In the survey of 124 &lfred,
tenants in that bullding feel uneale in She building becsuves
of the sctivities of other ltenanis and of outsiders sho come
into the vullding at night.

in spite of the lask of muintensnce or inprovements to
the building, rentsé heve been rsissd vo §RO per week for
cartain tenasnte in both buildings, although you are presently
advertising your spartments at 104 Satson in the Detrolt Hews




at §16 per week. Moreover, some tenanis st 104 Tatson have been
ram&veé from the mester ¢leciric meber snd giavmd aa individusl
meters a0 hhat they must pay for thelr slectricliiy lu sddition
o the rent

Ya would like to hear from you regerding your pians for
thege buildings. I1f you would like %o discuss some of the prob-

lems, & few of our members will be gled 1o meet with you at your
gonvenience.

Very itruly yours,

& COMBUNITY CUUNCIL

ee: vouncilmen Mel favitiz
Common Couuecil of Detroit

Commissioner (. Dougheriy
pepartment of Duildings and Selfedy Ingineering

ir, sndvew T, Dempster i
Depariment of Health, Dureau of cenlitsry Enginsering

mr. Lamondson, .Jnspedioxr
vepartment of Health, muraau of kan¢zary rnglreering

B Vﬁr. Arthur Featherstone
MAACP
242 Rast Varren
Detroiv, Michiran



Results of Housing Survey
10l Watson - March, 1966
St. Patrick's Community Council

% of Total
No. of Apts. <Surveyed
Stopped-up plumbing (commode or sink) 3 208
Sink or wash basin that leaks underneath 6 L0
Stove working improperly 5 33
Refrigerstor working improperly 6 Lo
Windows with broken or loose panes 7 L7
Defective front door (door frame loose
or broken; lock or door knob broken) 6 L0
Cracked or falling ceiling plaster 12 80
Broken licht fixturesx 7 L7
Rats or mice 12 80
Roaches 1 93
Floor needs repair 2 13
Furniture in bad condition 2 13
Need new linoleum 2 13

+#0One has an exposed, live wire.

In addition, one apartment has no running water in the kitchen,
one has no running water in the bathtub, and one has a heater which will
not shit off. The elevator is often inoperative, there is a hall door frame
which is in danger of breaking loose from the wall, A hall light fixture
is in need of repair, the walls of the hallways are dirty, some of the
floor tiles need replacing, and some of the tenmnts have no downstairs
buzzer by which their visitors can grin admittonce to the building.



Results of Housing Survey
12l Alfred - March, 1966
St. Patrick's Community Council

Stopped-up plumbing (commode or sink ) b
Sink or wash basin that leaks underneath 3
Stove working improperly 1
Broken windows* 6
Front door or doorframe loose or broken L
Cracked or falling ceiling plaster 7
Broken light fixture 5
Rats or mice 6
Roaches 6
Radiator leaking 1
Peeling paint 1
Lights often out 1

*0One has been broken for 1 yesr.

This building is often without heat or hot water. Halls are dirty
and smelly; some hall windows are broken and the front entrance is not
fully enclos2d so that hallways are cold. There is no light in the second-
floor hall and no light on the rear stairs from the fourth floor to the
basement. Cement in one of the hall landings is broken and worn to the
extent of being dangerous. The outside, rear stairway to the basement is
filled with rubbish.

In addition there are some furniture needs. One tenant has no bed-
stead but uses a mattress supported by bricks; another has no mattress.
Three tenants need new shades. Three need to have their apartments re-
painted. Two have no mirrors snd one has no pillows.

A number of tenants feel unsafe in the building (one does not leave
the apartment unattended for fear that it will be broken into) to the ex-
tent of feeling the need for police protection. Apparently there is no
Screening of tenants, snd outsiders can and do wander in and out of the
building at night.





