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community. Here is one proposal, presented for your consideration and support.

: : il

) . NEW COMMUNITY
A PROPOSAL FOR RECONSTRUCTION
- AREA #1 . IN DETROIT

The July 1967 burning of Detroit has given us an extraordinary opportunity to'rebuild our - .

. A new community means, of course, new buildings and new streets. But it means more than
‘that: it means a new way of living. Our plan is not just to replace burned out buildings with new -
" ones, but to build buildings and streets and systems of full employment and total motivation that :
will make living better and happier, that will make people better -- and happier. "

1

This plans calls for a united.people who together will own most'o.f the business and property | _
" where they live. Here is what this plan will do.- *~ . .~ o i

() Nurseties and pre-schools for young éhildren;‘play areas, swimming pools, skating
7 = i \..

———

rinks, badminton and tennis courts. el X

]

© A monumen tal Community_Center on 12th Street that will be at least 10 stories high
and have several auditoriums and a recording studio, which people in the community may use to fur='
ther their creative falents; with classrooms, laboratories and language studios, where people of all '
ages may study what they like--languages, history, physics, and so on -- at their convenience; with i

-

reading rooms and lounges; with TV-movie production areas, to further the development of our
literature and art; with gymnasiums; with wood, ceramic and metal shops, and with modern offices .

to rent to businesses. i B R
(s ) L . A - v . . 1 . | \‘ 4|

: © A shopping center, where people in the community will have plenty of parking and . ;|
“will find big and small shops of all kinds, including super markets and other shops, many of them - [
owned by all the people through co-operatives (everyone can buy shares in a co-operative,_for | ‘
very little money, and everyone is equal). + : , ! el b 1
|

\ . . : RS
o A light industry center, where our businesses that make things may be located in I
good plants. i

] O A _new outlook on life, so that there will be no more vice on our streets or in our
neighborhoods, so that our women and children and every citizen will be safe, and a family can

s lea\%e the door to their home unlocked wifhou_f fear.

© Twelve hundred new, mod_e__fm_ﬁmnﬂi‘xﬂggm_bgmss, buili b)} a Co-operative,: owned

by the occupants.

|
O Full employment. v - ) b e 1 e | '
|
|
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THE COMMUNITY CENTER. To build a better life, we must have a large,
well-equipped Community Center, like the one alresdy described. Our
plen calls for this Center to be bullt et one end of the Shopping Center.
It will cost 12 million dollars. All of this money could be supplied by
federsl and city funds, such ss are used today to bulld recreation centers.

But a better idea is for our Lend Co-Operastive to put money into
this, along with the govermment. This way we, the people, will have
more control over how the bullding is used. We should plan on
investing at least $100,000. /

_ The shopping center should also be built by us. It should be built

" through our Land Co-Operative. In Pniledelphia a black church with

600 member-families has begun a shopping center costing nearly e

. quarter-million dollers. They are financing it by each family putting

-in ten dollars per month for 36 months. They are not using sny government
money. This 1s one idea for us. ;

We think a better ides is to finsnce the shopping center with
government support. Our Land Co-Operstive would buy the land from
the clty and put in streets, lighting, and basic plumbing. We would
then lesse sites to businesses, who would build their own buildings.

- {Oour Lend Co-Operative would also-build some buildings and own some of
the businesses).

For a basmé shopping centsr costing $500 GOO, we should plan to
invest $5O 000 through cur Co-Cperative.

t

= TER MONEY WE NEED

Under this plean we will need no meney for housing, excepl expense
money to organize. We will bulld 12,000 five and six-room homes, for
‘families esrning $6,000 per year or less. These will be built by’ the
ca-operative, and "each wnit will be owned by the occupant.

® We will need $100,000 for our share of the 12 million
dollar Community Center.

@ We will need $50,000 to build the bgsic Shopping Center.
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HOW IT WILL EE DONE

PEOPLE., The first and most importent thing is people: you. You
must come out and meet with other people who are planning the community.
You must offer your ideas to improve the plan. You must spread the word )
about the plan and get others to support it. Then you must vote for it and
work for it, and Quy shares in the co-operatives as they are organized to
set up businesses and build buildings.

You must dedicate xourself to support of the community and the
community idea: Better Living and Better People.

AUTHORITY. We must organize ourselves into a formal Community, and
we must vote into being a Permenent Community Council. We must then vote
on the plen, and the Community Council must teke it to the City Counecil,
the City Plen Commission, and urbean renewal officials here and in
Washington. We must get the government to accept the plan and buy the
land, just as it is done for urban renewal. :

FINANCING. At the same time we must set up a Land Co-Operative.
All the people cen and should buy shares in our Land Co-Operative. .In
a co-operative everyone has equal voice, no matter how many shares you
buy. This way all the people will own a part of the land business in
the Community. ‘

HOUSING. The federal government has money that can and should be
used, with state and city money, to re-design streets, sewers, and
lighting.

The federal government also lends money to housing co-operatives.
Our plan cells for our Land Co-Operative tc build 12,000 new homes.
These will be five and six-room units in modern, new apartment-town house
complexes. They will be priced for families with incomes under $6,000
per year. The cost will be 120 million dollars. Under present law the
government can lend all of this money to housing co-operatives that
are properly organized.

Therefore, it is important that you participate. If you want
decent housing that you own, you can get it. But we must organize!

(s



HOW?

1. We must enroll 7,000 families in the Land Co-operative. This will be over 20,000 people.
2. Every person in the co-op (counting chi‘ldren). must invest $2.00 per month for four months.
_® This will be $40,000 per month. '

e In f;aur months we wj“ have $160,000.
® Those who can invest n;_nore, must AO_SO.
3. A special crrongeﬁenf will be made with Home Federal Savings and Loan Company, so that %

people can take their co-op investment money to this black institution, deposit it, and receive
share certificates on the spot. ' ‘ '

|

NOTES

I. Our 7,000-family Land Co-operative will assist and give grants to the housing cooperaﬁQes
set up by the people who earn less than $6,000. (Each housing complex in the 120 million dollar
housing program, must have a separate, small co-op). ' ' '

2. Our 7,000-family Land Co-operative will also give assistance and granis to co-operative super-
markets and businesses being organized by churches and other groups.

3. Private investors will be able to build and operate businesses.

4. Most of the private housing still standing in the area will remain untouched.

©
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i FULL EMPLOYMENT

Because our community will again become a haven for despair and vice unless we have full
......employment, our Communi ty. Council_must insist.that.these things be done.by.the.governments.. .o s wons

1. Everyone who can work and wants to work must be able to enroll at the Michigan
Employment Security Commission. . ] o

2. Everyone on these new MESC rolls-must be given jobs paying at least the minimum A
wage . : '

This is how:

a. Every employer who is cdverfising for semi-skilled and high-skilled employees

will be compelled to promote present employees fo these higher-grade jobs. People from the new

| MESC rolls will then be hired for the jobs that are vacate%.‘ ' ‘
Bl | ©

b b. Since black people have been discriminated against in jobs, industry will be
. compelled to make up by taking quotas of persons from the new MESC rolls and employing them
d in meaningful jobs. D el
‘ : giul | : o |

c. The Community Council will survey the needs of the community and list these
needs. The government will give the Community Counil a grant of funds so that the Community
Council will hire all the remaining un-employed people. These people would be hired to do" .
whatever the community needs: build buildings, teach classes, wash windows, make steel or

glass. - ‘ b

©.

LET'S AGT

The first organizing meeting for the Community Council and Land Co-operative will be
held at 8 P.M. sharp on Wednesday, August 30, 1967, at Central United Church, 7625 Linwood

Avenue.

Come out and bring neighbors and friends. . "

Text by Richard B. Henry 3
T1lustrations by Henry L. King
Jor : ; |
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