BLACK BOTTOM ,
(Woman) It was an area and city very near to the downtown

section but very far removed from the dbwntown section in terms
/
. . . / i
of being isolated economically and geographically. It was home

to me. It was a safe place. It was a/ large area. .
oW

(EM) Do you have any idea when it became black bottom?

(Woman) Maybe in the 20's I guess because the influx of
black people came, I think most of them came after World War I.
Many of them settled on the old west side. My parents were on
the old west side and my grandmother was over there. Then the

opportunity came to move east of Woodward and they did.

(EM) How would you describe your neighborhood?

(Woman) To begin with, it was a neighborhood of single -\
homes and a number of businesses on corners but they were family
businesses. The people who had the businesses were either eth-
nics like Italians or Germans. A few Germans were there. The
black businesses that came in, most of the people were identified
with the community. They might not have lived just immediately
there but they had family attachments and that kind of thing. I
was kind of an intimate relationship. I was on the corner of St.
Auben and Chestnut, facing St. Auben. It was a magnificent home.
Had a slate roof, it was a double brick construction. It had a
cork floor in the kitchen and the bathroom which was very easy on
the feet. It had the central vacuuming--you just plug in the
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vacuuming in the wall and you vacuumed. It had hot water heat
which was very expensive heat. It had stained glass windows. It
was a magnificent home. The neighborhood was not consistent.
Most of the homes were frame, many of them were two family. A
few four family, very few.

People trusted each other, people knew each other. It was |

safe. Bl v

(EM) What do you remember doing as a child?

]

(Woman) We played a lot with the neighborhood children.
Basically that's what we did. Then there was a, the YWCA was on
St. Auben. that turned into a hospital later when they moved,
Dr. Sweet's hospital. We went to neighborhood school. When the
students finished Miller, which was called a junior high school
at that time. It was converted all the way through the 12th
grade so that blacks wouldn't transfer over to Eastern. So we
stayed in the same neighborhood. We knew the pattern so we knew
that was why. It happened when I was in school, they just ex-
tended the grades. We didn't have the facilities that a high
school had. We didn't have a swimming pool and that kind of
thing. It was inadequate in terms of what was offered. Eﬁi;L,\-

The Urban League was on Chestnut beyond Orleans and of
course they had the camp, Green Pastures camp. I went to camp
one year. We did have some community services. We also could
walk to get anything we wanted. We had a drug store on the

corner. We had a funeral home. My father owned a drug store and

the funeral home on the corner next to ours. My father was Dr.



Harrod M. Mullen. He didn't operate the funeral home but he
rented it out to people. He rented it out o Charles Diggs. ‘When -
Mr. Diggs had been in prison for the first time and when he came
out, he was trying to get.a situation. My father didn't really
rent it to him, he just let him be the undertaker. Charlie was a
little boy at that time. My father actually didn't operate it,
he just got undertakers to stay there. The drug store, he would
just hire pharmacists. My father never allowed us to work.
There were six children in the family. I could go into the drug
store and get a soda or something. —
The drug store was very well stocked and it was just two
aisles. It was in a building. The drug store was on the cor-
ner. The funeral home was next to it. There was a flat upstairs
and there was an up and‘down flat behind it. This was at St.
Auben and Maple. -Dézon?? was-there, It had an iron fence around
it. It was a very beautiful building. It was just across the
street from Coleman Young's family. They had the cleaners and
lived behind it. oOn the corner was a grocery store, Mike's
grocery store. The other grocery store on the other corner was

Louie's. We could walk and get almost anything we wanted:

bakeries, hardware, cleaners, grocery stores.
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(EM) Did you feel that there were areas that you couldn't
go to? 1In the beginning you said that you were isolated. Did

you feel that you couldn't go outside of a certain boundary?

(Woman) We didn't venture much from our home territory.



Occasionally we would go to visit friends on the far east side
which we called Fisher Street, we called that far east. We had a
few families over there that we went to visit. What we called
the north end up around Josephine and those streets opened to
blacks. Many of the professional people moved up there. We
didn't. We stayed there until they tore the house down. You

just felt that you knew everyone and that you were safe and that

people would look out for you.

(Jenkins) Communities was tight. The street were safe.
Everybody lived in the neighborhood. The people owned the
stores. The doctors, the policemen on the beat, they would live
in the neighborhood. Ben Turpin lived around on Jay. Some lived
on MacDougal, some on Clinton. They would hang out on the corner
with you. Once they'd get off of work, they'd come out on the
corner. If something go wrong or somebody do something, they'd
send for the neighborhood police. He'd come down if a man and
woman get into an argument in their house, he slaps her around or
something like that, they send for the police. Just to quell

them down. He goes around and talks to them and settles every-
thing. JENKLAS

I didn't go to school here in Detroit. I had graduated from
school when I came here in 1936. I lived over on Sherman between
MacDougal and Ellingwood. I lived across the street from the
Deloich's. They were prominent people here. Mr. Deloich was a
carpenter and his kids were affiliated with Joe Louis. I saw Joe

Louis so many times because he had a '36 Packard that he would

come over there and Alonzo would drive him over to Deloich and
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he'd play ball with us out there in the middle of the street. I
was just about his age at that time. Mary Deloich's brother |
worked at Packard Motor Car Company and the father was a deacdh-Je(*“KQ
of the church. I think it was the; it wasn't the church of Our
Father at that time. Rev. Cagney had a church over on Hartland
and Joseph Campeau. And when Rev. Macgruder had the church over
on Madison between Dequinder and St. Auben. They sent him out
one time in the middle of the winter and this thing sat on the
sidewalk there.

Going to and from work I used to ride the old Fort-Kercheval
streetcar which terminated at Lancaster and East Jefferson and
come down through Indian Village and Black Bottom and all around,
through town and out Fort Street. One spur of it went to the
Ford Rouge plant, gate 4 and the other spur went over tz/Clgason
over near Outer Drive in south west Detroit. [EF the'{ifi/}‘got

to be a bus driveg on a streeE:bar ad/ I went all over this town.
I saw it grow from, they said 8 Mile/ road was the city limits but
it was more like 6 Mile road was ﬁge city limit because every-
thing out there was urban beyond G/Mile road. I remember driving
a bus on west 7 Mile road when /it was a two lane road. They
called the bus the Second Avenue extension line. The big migra-

tion hadn't went across 6 Mile road until World War II. Every-

body was in the city limits. the Dexter bus terminated at the U
of D. The 14th Streetcar turned around at the U of D. When you
went out 6 Mile Road, after you crossed Wyoming, you was in the

country. You could see nothing but pheasants and rabbits and

everything running across|the fieldw The PWA, public works|
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administration, they paved all those streets back in the early
40's. All those streets that's going north and south. You only

had the main thoroughfare that was paved, the other streets were

—

gravel.

When I first started driving the bus, Mount Car#mel hospital
had just got built. I started driving in 1941. I used to ride
the Fort-Kercheval streetcar, Jefferson streetcar, Claremont.
Those were streetcars when you had two men conducting. Black
Bottom was a busy, hustling, bustling urban area of Detroit. It
had all cross index of nationalities lived there. You had the
Italians, Germans, Syrians, and the southern hillbillies. Every-

body lives next to one another. Nobody bothered nobody. Every-

et

body looked out for people. 4@:”‘ a'1¢
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I remember the movie theaters on State Street. The Cather-
ine, the Savoyy? Park Doors Tavern,jﬁiller's lunch, very afflu-

ent, nice sméll lﬁﬁchroom theée that yau could get a meal for 35
cents, 50 cents. That's many a years ago but they were good
times. You'd get fried chicken, get a nice steak for 50 cents,
complete meal. The Miller's lived in Conant Gardens, it was just
him and his wife. You had Parlor Door Tavern there. You had the
bowling alley in the basement on Mullet, you had the pool room.
Dr. Sweet's office was over there, he and his brothers. That was
on Madison and Chene. You had Rev. Master's church, Calvary

Baptist church was right there on Joseph Compeau. You had Bris-

tol Funeral Home on Joseph Compeau, Duffield's food. A.G. Wright
funeral home was a small funeral home on St. Auben near Clinton.

That's where Diggs was once too. Rev. Hartess Coleman was the

\}‘c’”‘f/‘&

pilaster of Macedonia Baptist Church.

-



(EM) How many of the businesses were owned by whites?

(Jenkins) You had a tremendous bunch of business. Integra-
tion destroyed all of those mom and pop stores and all the beau-
tiful restaurants. You had so many nice places that you could go
to eat. 1It's nothing left for the young people to see what these
role models or what people had back in those days. You had
Paradise Valley and you had black business door to door and you
had bars and you had hotels. You had lawyers office, you had
night clubs, you had entertainment centers, you had after-hours
clubs. Yourpad“everYthing you wanted and then whenever . . -we'd
go out. . é used to work_#f Henry's Grill on Harding and Madison.
I used to bbekwshﬁstin there. I was everything but the pot |
washer and security man and booking man. $15-$18 a week was a
lot of money then. The people wasn't making but 75 cents an hour
at Fords and if you been there long enough, the top you could
make out there was 90 cents an hour, $7.20 a day. $6.00 a day
was what they made. You got paid every two weeks. You got paid

off in cash money. LN e A C
dEN et

Nt
(Woman) The only thing left is the Eastern Market.

—

(Jenkins) The Eastern Market was a great place. You go
over there and all the stuff that people sell you now, they'd
give it to you. I know when Joe Muir had his place started,

there on St. Auben and Gratiot, you couldn't go in it but I
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enjoyed a lot of that pickerel and walleye and red snapper be-
cause we are a group of people that got by on what people thought
there was nothing but trash, they threw it out. I was living on
Elmwood in,1937. Living between Macomb and Clinton. We used to
go over ta Joe Muir's restaurant when you had that Zip gas sta-
tion on the corner of St. Auben and Vernor Highway. The people
who parked the cars for Joe Muir's, all they would do was, just
filet the fish. they threw all the rest in the trash. All of
that meat up there and all of the bone and all the tail. We used
to go over there with a dish pan on Friday. If you'd give those
guys who was parking cars a quarter, they'd give all that to you.
You'd get a dishpan full of fresh pickerel, fresh fish. You'd
take it home and clean it up and wash it up and gut that fish and

you got a feast.

Lneas,

(Woman) That was the only place that blacks were not wel-

come in Black Bottom.

(Jenkins) Senator Diggs broke the color bar at Eastern
Market. You know the restaurants inside the market there? They
wouldn't serve blacks so he broke that up. That was one of the
first civil rights laws that he implicated about that. When I
came to Detroit, I'm from North Carolina, from Ashboro. A pretty
liberal town but still the laws was what they were and you knew
what you could do and you know what you couldn't do.[:f\really
couldn't see much the difference in living in North Cardlina as

living in Detroit. You just had certain places down on Monroe,

greasy spoons would serve you. This was on Monroe and Randolph



down to the Family Theater. You had three or four little restau-
rants that you could go into and get a hot dog or hamburger or
sausage or whatever. They would serve you but if you went up in
Hudson's or to Frank's Tea Room on Farmer street or any of those
places. Even Kresge's on Woodward and State, they didn't serve
you. People used to walk in and buy a cup of coffee and they had
a little chair to set in with like a little desk, a school desk. %

Cunningham Drug Store, Kinsel's Drug Stores, you couldn't eat in

—

any of those places. \_jt:‘fHG{/'l -

There was Greektown then but very few places that would
serve you. O0ld China Town at Third and Michigan. That used to
be a sleazy bar place from the time you crossed Cass, right
across from the Book Cadillac Hotel. All them people panhandled,
hung out there around those bars and asking you "Can you spare a
dime for a cup of coffee?" From Cass to Third, they had a little
part of China Town there. We used to go over there some time on
Saturday night about 2 o'clock after the joints closed. They'd
serve you but you knew that they were reluctant to serve you.
Whenever the other white people would come and see some black
people in there, they'd hurry and get over in a corner where they
wouldn't have to mingle with them.

Do you remember Young's Barbecue over on Mullet and Duboise?
That was the original Young's Barbecue. (Edwards says that was
Coleman's uncle and the wife). The recipe for the sauce, that man
carried that secret to his grave. The fellow that really came up
there with Parks, what happened to him? When Young built the

place up at Waterloo and Chene, that's Young style barbecue, not



Young's barbecue.

(Woman) That was Young's, he owned it. He moved from

Dubois up to Chene. He worked in there.

(Jenkins) I remember the original Young's Barbecue. I
remember how he had little kilns built back there with that fire
going and that meat on little platters. He used a ladle to reach
in there and get it just like the old fashioned Germans used to
bake bread years ago in a kiln. I used to stop in there many a

night on my way from Henry's, Blue Goose or the Valley.

(Woman) It was Coleman's uncle who owned the barbecue at
that time and he wouldn't give away one rib. I went around there
many a time with Coleman's sisters and we would just stand there

and he would not give them a rib. He never had any children.

—

(Jenkins) Do you remember the Bagnasco's had film on down
there? Do you remember that Sunday that they killed his father?

That was the gangsters, that was the Purple Gang.

denpnT,

(Woman) He was shot and thrown out of a car. It was Ital-

ian. It happened because of the Mafia.

(Jenkins) It happened around 1937 or 1938. We were all on
St. Auben there around Bookers. We don't ever know what hap-
pened. All we know is that they killed the fellow squabbling and

left him on the sidewalk. All we heard was the machine guns go
(
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off. We looked around and when we looked around this big black {
Lincoln was squirting smoke going towards St. Auben from Vernor
Highway. They got up to Vernor Highway and turned right and that
was all. The kids ran out of the funeral home with the bags.
They put their father in the bags and carried him in the funeral
home. The police came. They just always say they came out with
a broom and a bucket of water and washed all the blood up and
said "Nothing happened. Nothing happened." That's what it was
all about. They called it LaFatta ahd sons. They made different
kinds of ice cream, they fan a cpnféctionery. They had a funeral

home there right next to Macedonia Baptist church on St. Auben.

= AN <
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(EM) The purple gang, was that located in Black Bottom?

(Jenkins) The purple gang mostly was the Jewish Gang on the
west side. This was the Mafia. The Mafia is mostly Italian.
The Bamaritos who had a big confectionery and a big shop out
there at Mullett and the park on Joseph Compeau across the street

from Duffield elementary school.

(Edwards) I never lived down in Black Bottom. I always
lived this side of Black Bottom. When we first came here to
Detroit, I'm from Nebraska, my mother brought me here when I was
about 5 years old. We stopped on Antionne to find a colored
hotel down there, I don't remember the name. Then we found a
home. I never lived below Gratiot, ever. We bought a home on

Harper that I just sold a couple of years ago. All my family
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died and left me. At first we lived on 8 Mile Road. We bought a
place on Wyoming and 8 Mile Road. We were the fifth family that
moved out there. We had a real good thing going out there. They
had lots of churches and a lot of clubs and everything. Young
people got together and had a group. We were the fifth family
that moved on 8 Mile Road when that area was opened to black
people. We lived out there 10 or 15 years and then we moved back
in town here. EP WIS

We lived at Wyoming and 8 Mile Road and I went to Northeast-
ern High School. I had to get up before dawn to get up to 8 Mile
Road and get the bus and drive all the way to the east side to
Northeastern. Then we moved away from there and bought a home on
Harper between Beaubien and Brush Street. When my family all
died I moved down on Jefferson. So I'm in the 1700's since 1972.
That was one of the first apartment that was rented in River

Towers. I'm still there.

(EM) Did you know Black Bottom?

(Edwards) Oh I knew about it. I went over there to the
YWCA which was on St. Auben. I always remember the YWCA. That
was the Lucy Thurman. (Ms. Nuttall), I worked with her sister at
Hudson's. The Nuttall family was very prominent below Gratiot

Avenue.

(EM) Tell me about your background.

In the first place, I don't remember what year it was, I was
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