
INTERVIEW WITH JIMMY BOGGS--SELECTED SECTIONS 
I iived when I first came, I used to live at 940 Theodore. 

That was between Hastings and Rivard. Then I lived at 420 Theo­

dore, I want to call it Beaubien and Theodore. After that I must } 

have lived a whole lot of places because in those days, people 

were roomiu.g . When my first kid was born I.-was still rooming. I 

paid $3.00 and the lady made me pay an extra 50 cents a week for 
.A 

the lights. The lights didn't cost no more than $2.00 for the 

whole month so I paid the whole light bill but that's what they TD 

would do. They say you burn more light when you have a baby. At ~ 

that time, most people in Detroit were rooming. Most men came Co& 
here single and sent back for their families. Black and white 

did it. Whites were mostly coming from Europe at that time. 

{EM) You lived in a big house? 

:::( lived in one house where there was one man and his wife and 

daughter, then me and my wife and daughter and~ the landlady• 
L ~" t) A "3. tt'l-. 

' fhat's it. Anybody who got,s2mi profitable -& room house could 

rent out two rooms or more to help pay the rent. Those days , 

people were still having rent parties to help pay the rent. This 

was the depression. People would go down to Eastern Market on 

Saturday afternoon to pick up all that food there free. 

They also had a lot of soup kitchens in Detroit in those 

days. That's the first time I ever saw white people who were 

hungry. Down south , nobody was hungry, not even black folks. We 

always had chickens, hogs and cows down south. Down south people 
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were-ragged• 'w)e didn't have no shoes , no clothes much but you 

had food. When I came to Detroit people didn't have no food. 

They'd be in line at the soup kitchens and soup lines. They 

weren't segregated. The black community itself was segregated. __ __, 

The restaurants you went to in those days were downtown. 

But not over in the fancy restaurants, over on Randolph, over in 

that area they had lots of restaurants where for 25 cents you 

could get all you cold eat. That was the only place you could 

eat downtown, right in that area. Of course, you could go on 

down to the Valley and eat but if you went there you were already 

back in the black area. That was the Monroe block area. On 

Monroe they had oodles of restaurants, cheap theaters. They let 

blacks go in those places downtown. East of Woodward. Every-

thing took place east of Woodward. There was nothing for the 

blacks except up there on the west side, off of Warren Avenue and 

Grand Boulevard, 

a ll t ju 

up where that funeral home is. 

ther 

about '\" 

'-------; 

who~ went 

ou~~~j:jgg;es;tt;;;aa[lfifeiI11BfSIEi•~1=il:tE st - After you cross~dG rand 

River going out Warren, that whole section was west side blacks. 

They were what we used to call the elite blacks. They weren't 

necessarily elite but because they lived on the west side they 

t hought they were elite. They would come over on Hastings street 

and raise hell on Friday and Saturday and Sunday night and go 

back on the west side. These were blacks. Everybody on the east 

side was always looked down on by the west side in the old days. 

To tae day, ,6ven though they still do it, it don't mean nothing. 
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INTERVIEW WITH BOGGS 
Around about 1969 I wrote a pamphlet called 

,., ..... '?, ~ 
M"Manifest ~ 

Revolution in the United States". In that pamphlet I summed up 

why I thought we was on the threshold of a revolution in the 

United States and also why ... the idea at that time was based on 

analysis, there had been a terrific movement in the United 

States, the civil rights movements and movements were sprouting 

up everywhere in the United states. But they needed more and 

different kind of organization so that they wouldn't have to be 

spontaneous all the time. I was putting forth the idea of having 
Lf\'!)~ I 

a strong ouVG?Fe? type organization in which all the peoples 

would be politically organized and that they would be capable of 

giving issued to a very serious trouble in the United States. It 

was around that pamphlet that some Philadelphia folks and myself 

and some people from Muskegon come together and formed that 

organization. At the time of the formation of the organization, 

we were betting on a black revolution in the United States. We 

didn't say American Revolution, we said Black Revolution. The 

pamphlet was based on primarily what had happened to blacks and 

blacks as a social culture. We formed the organization in 1969 

and it last up until 1987. Which it grew at one time to be about 

10-11 organizations. From Seattle, Portland, OR, San Francisco, 

Muskegon, Detroit, Philadelphia, New York, New Jersey, Boston, 

and Syracuse, NY. 

We had branches in each one of those locales. We would have 

conventions, on a national scale to decide what we were going to 

do as a national organization and then we would have a convention 

on a local scale to decide what the local was going to do and 
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that geo-fiscal??? . That went the way we organized ourselves . In 

between there we may have special meetings based on certain 

things which might have occurred for which we might??? some of 

the things we planned to do in order to follow that course. Most 

of all our actions would come from some kind of political evalua­

tion or some kind of political analysis. We didn't do things 

just for the hell of it. We tried to keep abreast of what was 

happening in the country politically. We tried to keep abreast 

of what was the potential of the social forces to move in differ­

ent directions. 

(EM) I'm going to ask you to do something that you already 

did the last time I was here. I'm very short on experiences of 

people when they just came to Detroit from the south. I'd like to 

know again about when you came up from the south. 

(:9 came here in 1937 and I came here on the freight train a s 

most people were doing during those days. I was 18 going on i9. 

I graduated from high school in ~ emer, AL in 1937 . 

A"~~ -~ 
I had 

brothers and (\b.ffers and ? • ? in Detroi 1t: . This was in the period 
\~--~ - _/ 

when it was the Great Depress i on. The way people would travel 

mostly at that time, you were a hobo. Black and white and e very ­

t hing e lse. u.a.t '!J:/>y tough time being a hobo at that time primari-
/i. ~~~-~ 

ly because they had had the ~sca:rF--:mr')lfT?T-rease down south) and 
1r 

liGat: was a question of) if they caught black and whites fiobo ing 

t oge the r, the y wa s jus t going to beat the hell out of blacks. It 
~ 

was tou gh. Nevertheless, mv elf and one of my friends from 

Al abama , he was from my hometown of Marion Junction, AL which is 
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below Selma, him and I got QJl tQe freight train and hoboed up 

north. We had nothing but what we had on our backs, that's all. 

Didn't even have a change a pair of clothes. which we learned out 

later after we hoboed some more that you always take along sever­

al pairs o L clothes . We had nothing but what we had on our backs . 

I had about 50 cents, h e had about 50 cents. We ran out of money 

the second day . 

How did you eat? 

Bummed , like everybody else was doing. We bummed up 
I\ If 

people and sa~ would you please give me something to ea? and 

p eople would generally give you some bread and a little meat. 

You 'd go up to the nearest house and knock on the back door. I 

went over to a farmer's house and a lady gave us some cabbage a nd 

hamhocks. This is in the summer. In Cincinnati we went down to 

the bakery and they gave us some cinnamon rolls and stuff. Cin­

cinnati was a bum town at that time, bumSjust by the hundred, 

lying around. Cincinnati had a coffee shop there and £eople built 

a sha nty town there on the river. Everyday you'd go up town and ' 

bum. I asked some guy living down in a room in Cincinnati at the 

dump that lived in Cincin~tj1. They wasn't bumming but they hung 

out with all the bums that come in from all over the country. 
l4 

st . Louis was another town that was like that. ~st. Loui s, people 
t,~ -f\~$ 

took cross-~ and made houses all down the Miss iss i pp i River . 
~ 

Sometimes you'd get on th 

freight train, there'd be 50 people on the f r eight train 
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~ t:(o~ 
1"n.A-,M, . 

tered all over, some sitting on top , s ome inside , some in gondo-

las, just riding where you could ride . The big thing you had to 

worry about wao/when you come into a town and the freight train 

' &:I LJµ s lowed down .-fHi. everybody J umpA off and walK around the town to 
l.,tOUU) 

c atch the train when it leave out the other end of the town. 
A 

Down s outh in Tennessee if they 

you, they put you on peanut farm to pick peanuts. 

g ey 

C, (6 \ 0}' 
fgnr train from Toledo. I rode here instead of 

/... 1l\e ~ ~r-, 
Central. Got off at ~Ford~ Rouge~and I walked down Michigan Avenue 

to / owntown Detroit) /sking the police in Dearborn and all down \ 

that f oute where was Theodore and Hastings. That's where my 

uncle was living. I come to 940 Theodore. Early day in June l 
1937. This is the first time I had ever been to a big city. I 

had been to cities like in Alabama but they wasn't nothing like 

Detroit. Detroit was the first big city I'd ever been to. My 

brothers were here, I had two brothers here and my uncle lived 

here. My uncle was the first black person that worked in Budd 

Wheel over here on Charlevoix. So all of us thought we was going 

to get a job over there. I don't know why we thought we would. 

We didn't get none. That's the year I came to Detroit, 1937. ~ 
~re 's depression all over. So what you do, you get a job 

washing cars or iike bums do now. Or somebody pic~ you up and 
" 

you go out in the country somewhere and work in cabins where 

people had their s umme r cabins. I had never heard aboutthat 
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before until I come here. Or you' d do a little painting with 

somebody . Get a bout $3 for a room to paint in those d a ys. I 

finally worked with some painters for a little while that summer. 

I lived with my brother. Bu t mainly I went to car wash i ng 

places . That time, blacks who worked at Ford and a few worked in 

different foundries. We r e n' t ma ny black working in the auto 

i ndustry at all . For d was the one where b lacks worked and the 

only place where blacks in large amount and they worked in found­

ry at Ford . I used to have a cousin working at Ford even at t hat 

time , they was big shots. Big shots because they was always t h e 

ones who had a paycheck, getting about $25-$26 a week. At that 

time was lots of money. Most people had them $10, $11 and $12 a 

week jobs. 

From M~db~r¥y back down to Foriest was the area I lived in 

back during that period. This was the period which a large 

numbers of blacks was coming into Detroit from the south, pri­

marily from Alabama and the whites that was coming in was coming 

from Tennessee. And a few from Kentucky. Didn't many whites 

from Alabama at first. Whites didn't come from Alabama much up 

here. In fact didn't none of them come until finally World War 

II a lot of them come that worked on World War II but whited 

didn't leave from Alabama. They left from Tennessee though, like 

mad. That's cause Tennessee was a mountain type land and you 

didn't have no big farms there. Alabama you had plenty of big 

farms because the land was flat. Whites did better in Alabama. 

They left like mad from Tennessee because Tennessee they was as 

bad off as the blacks were. 
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(EM) When did you get a job? 

I went and worked on the WPA, Works Progress Administration . 

I worked on Orangelawn, Greenlawn , Cherrylawn, Southfield, State 

Street and all those streets, digging the curbstones for they put 

in the curbs and put in cement streets cause most all the streets 

was dirt roads in those days. 

I went back south in 1938 and got married. Come back and 

s till was on the WPA because there wasn't nothing he~e to do~ . 
~0~ 

Then I got transferred in WPA from WPA outdoors working to paint. 1 A 

Then I painted. I painted Denby high school, Herman Kiefer 

Hospital, it was all under WPA administration, working with the 

city of Detroit. They loaned us all out to the city of Detroit. 

Then from there I went to George Trade School. That was WPA too 

but they was teaching people different trades and I took up 

machine too. They had instructors from Ford working down there 

at George Trade School on Russell at that time, right in there 

about Mack Avenue. Did 18 months in George Trade School. Pat­

tern makers and all that stuff. Well it was about that time the 

war industry was starting and I got called to Aeronautic Tool 

Company out on Ryan road but I wouldn't take it because I had got 
._______ 

called to Chrysler so I never did get any work in my trade. I got 
• 

ca lled to Chrysler and I thought I 'd make more money at Chrysler 

b ecause they were going to give me 60 cents an hour as a template 

maker , pattern maker at this here aircraft plant. That was an 

a pprentice program whereas at Chryslers I got 68 cents an hour as 

a factory worker. Most factory workers in that day, 
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~s . 
~ CJV 

was ge t ting about $1 . l 0 ~a n hourl;skilled trades. I eventua l ly 

worked up to 98 cents an hour at Chrysle r and then from 98 cents 

an hour to $1. 0 2 a n h our. I work e d for $1.02 an hours fr om 1940 

unt il t h e war was ove r i n 194 5 . The highest wages in Chrysler at 

tha t t ime was r unning about $1 .36 an hour a nd that was for a too l 

cutter or gear cutter in the machine s hop a nd the skille d trade 

workers were getting $1.42. All of us got less than $2.00 an 

hour throughout the war with lots of overtime. Cost o f living 

was lots cheaper. We had lots of money comparatively speaking . 

In fact everybody saved some money during the war. 
.. 

That 's h ow 

· they bought all those houses when the war was over because people 
X1 
f' had 4 years there when they just worked and there wasn't nothing 

f 

f 

to buy. Didn't make no cars so didn't nobody buy them ne w cars @ 

Nobody bought refrigerators and stuff like that or big heavy 

appliances. Nobody bought nothing but house furniture . That' s 

why when the war was over, because they had all them long hours 

and they'd all accumulated a little money. I accumulated some 

a nd I didn't have all that fancy a job. That's during the war. 
a. 

/fh i s town was booming because everybody was working. 

Ou t aro u nd Chrysler there at them old house they u sed 

rent out, they used rent the houses by shi f t, rent the rooms by 

shift. You slept in the bed during the morning shift and somebodyu) 

else slept in it that n i ght while you was a t work. That was th~ 

flow that people was coming in because p e ople was just pourin 

i n . You could get a job a nywhe re you we nt to, everybody woul d 

hire you. They was getting cost plus. If Chr ysler was pa y ing you 

$1 .00 hour , the government would add a dollar t o it so they made t 
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$1 off of me every hour that I was getting paid. That's what the ' 

war was doing . That's what you call cost plus, whatever it cost 

the company plus. Therefore the companies wanted to hire lots of 

f olks anyway, even if they wasn't doi_n_g muclL..work , you hi~ed 

them. They was gettin9 so much a head for every one they keep. ( 

I n fact, it was hard to get fired in those days because they al lj 

wanted to--.keep you~ 

I worked throughout the war in motors at Chrysler. When the ,t " 

war was over in 1945, V-J day, we just went back to making cars. 

In 1943 we had a big rebellion here. I was working at Chrysl~r 

then. That was during the war. That's when they had the big .7 

there was lots of tension in the air at that period because 

blacks were mushrooming out of the little small ghetto that they 

were in from Brush Street over to Russell. From Midberry Street 

over to downtown, you know where Black Bottom's at. So in 1943 

they had this hell of a rebellion. I was living on Palmer at 

that time between Brush and Beaubien. That is when 43 people got 

killed in that rebellion. That's when a lot of black troopers 

taking about they was going to come home and fight for it at home 

rather than go to war. 

----I was working at Chrysler. I didn't get to go to work in 

over a week because I couldn't get anywhere. People were fight­

ing, pulling folks off streetcars. You went through the white 

neighborhood, the white would attack the blacks and you went 

through the black neighborhood, the blacks would attack the 

whites. In my neighborhood, there was lots of shooting. People 

wou l d get bricks and get up on their roof and protect their 

buildings. Some of them had shot guns. There was lots of kill-
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ing. There was lots of looting in certain areas but in lots of 

areas there wasn't no looting at all. Then for weeks and weeks 

after that it was dangerous for a black person to go into a white 

neighborhood or dangerous for a white person to go in a black 

neighborhood. So the breadman, milkman, whatever they had in 

those days was afraid to come in the black neighborhood and vice 

versa. That's when they brought in all the troops. Where I was 

there was lots of tension and lots of killing. 

(EM) Did you get involved in any of these ... when did you 

become an activist? 
~€,d,AI ;: 

I was active in the unio~ ) belonged to the goon squads. 

<rbey caJ J gg us blind squad. ~ ~ ob was when there was a strike 
uGn& 

-- Of Hot i;mei:i there was a strike, we was trying to make people join 

f 

the union. Our job was to force folks to join up to the union, 

~hreaten them and certain things. More people joined the union 

because we forced them in the union than joined automatic. Be­

cause they didn't want to pay no dues. We told them they had to 

pay. Every once in a while we'd have a dues push. We'd line up 

out at the gate and wouldn't let them in unless the~ belonge~ 

" the union. They'd go around the back and jump over the fence and 

go to work anyway. The next day or so, we'd go out to their 

house and throw bricks through there or beat the hell out of them 

a nd they 'd join. That was ' part of the organizing The ~ we used 

to go out ancLhelp other locals organize. 
Fo tt9 ~c'P0 · 

Finally the great strike at Ford right after That was 
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rough . we had to fight them old polices in Dearborn because 
G!, (\/\~ 

Dearborn police wasn't ~ to Ford because Ford had his own 

police force. They had all those horses out there and they would 

utilize the horses to ride around and knock the hell out of you 

with that long truncheon stick they had. 

I was ve r y active in t he union in the period of when they 

was o r gani z ing. I guess you would say I was in the o l d left- wing 

group. We was Thomas-Addis?? machine. Thomas and Addis. We had 
~ I\ • 

come in after the old preacher from Tennessee, Horner HacS<!:"?--. =(\• Horner was the head of the union lWPft. There was lots of 

preachers who was active. Then at the convention I think in 

Milwaukee, Thomas-Addis machine which was much more political 
urn\ 

than they was, took over. I was~George Addis and R. J. Thomas. 
w t::t.-,~ 

R . J. Thomas was nothing but a weJJ -= • . (??? Ii ha. e =t::i<T==-I-dea) • 

They was a ll political activists because they belonged to lots of 

l i tt l e political organizations at that time. Gotta remember 
lS. I. 

there was the ~ Social"\t,t>rkers party, communist party, the S f . 

labor movement, Shackrnanites, Olerites, the Wobblers, IWW. All 

th~different groups were in the union. There was three or f our 

di fferent political machines inside the union struggl ing for 

P.Q._wer iR t ho uoi on You had lots of facti~ ~ l fighting over 

who was going to ~ leadership. They wasn't div i d ed being or 
~ ~Au l.we.A..l 
~-union ~ eomi ftg . They was divided on which direct ion should 

• 
the u n i on g o. Some was a little more militant than t he ot hers . 

Thomas-Addis was a very militant group. 

~ After Reu~her Gomg i n, e v~ r bums 
~ 

~ Before Reuther come i n we used t o s t r ike a ll 

t ime/ but when Reuther come in he c u t t h e stLikes out , 
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t hem . We used to have Wildc a t s, they called-them. We sometimes 

naa ma~be LSO strikes in a year . Any time we didn't like some- ----,_., 

'thi ng, we'cL walk out . That's the wa y we f o rced the issue, ~ 

(EM) How did the name wildcat strike? 

That's what a wildcat is, unauthorized. It wasn't author­

ized by the union. We'd walk in in the morning and say "It's to 

hot in here. Let's get the hell out of here. It's too damn hot 

to work." Everybody started walking out. "We're going to walk 

out at 10:00 11
• We walked out. The company said we're going to 

fire somebody who caused this walkout and we said "Fine, then 

nobody coming back to work." So we'd wrangle around there for a 

couple of days and then we'd go back to work. Guys would get 

reinstated. The next week something else would come up, come and 

try to fire somebody, we'd all walk out. Or they wanted to speed 

up the line, we'd walk out. We used to have wildcats. I remem-

ber you had ??? . . . ' they 156, they had the most of anybody. And 

Hutchinson plant down there, they had a lot of strikes. That was 

during the period of what we called "selling everything on the 

point of production". You want to sell it right then and there. 

So the foreman say to do so and so we say no, we ain't going to 

do so and so. They'd go up and get the superintendent. Superin-

tendent come down and say you got to, we say we ain't doing it, 

we're walking out. 

That was during the period when they had to padlock at the 
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Ryan gate?? You had to sign before you called a wildcat and the 

committee man. Johnny Zupan wrote that pamphlet because that was 

during the period of wildcats. 

Wi ldcats are unauthorized strikes when people just spontane ­

ously walk out over issues. They want~ kick so many people off 

t ~ line~ say " Like hell, you ai:. t taking nobody off . We 
) 

n.eed some more." 

(EM) Wildcat strikes don't happen anymore, do they? 

~ , ~ ey outlawed wildcats, made them illegal. For years we 

only had wildcats, that 's when the union was at it's best be­

cause there was Qressure all the time. Then once they got check­

off/ when you had to be in the union whether you wanted to join or 

not , which we fought for, it was kind of a bad thing at the end 

f because as long as everybody had to pay their dues each month 

instead of out of their pocket, they was always complain~ng. 

ql- once they had checkoff the union didn't have t oao nothing and 

it's still going to get the dues, it changed the whole tempo of 

the , 1hele thing. Department would say "Look we ain't paying n ~ 

dues this month unless you all get something did". That kept the 

union jumping like hell. 

~~.9-K.Pi.~fh"e idea of having checkoff was to have 

everybody be in the union. You had to be in the union from the 

day you walked into the plant and got hired. The union would 

have not only a steady income but we had everybody being a union­

i zed worker whether they wanted to be or not. But it also had a 

bad side to it. The negative side was, once everybody was in the 
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un i on, the union didn ' t have to be-mil~-t ant no more. Bec~use 
~e.re,, . 

they was going to get the dues whether they was doing anything or 

not . So it had it ' s P.,2_sitive and its negat~ ve e ff ects . 

My early e ~ erience was in the unio/ and that's whex.e I got 

my really organizing skills .... - / n s trikes , wildcats , picketing , 

goon squads, stuff like that. 

(EM) When you were in the goon squad, you're kind of small 

to be a goon. You must have been pretty tough. 

~ 

Smaller guys than me was goons and there was smaller women. 
t\ 

One of the best fighters I knew, a littl e old woman namea Corine 
Fcue..~T · ,. 

Smith, she was smaller t han you. ~igh~ like a tomcat out there 

on the line. We had a l l di f f erent sizes. 

(EM) What did you think when you were in the goon squad? 

You probably think differently about it. Would you be in the 

goon squad again if you went back? 

Yeah, sure. What the blacks did, when the black movement 

come along, you didn't like that because you didn't 

have a captive audience. ,,,-Wo r ke s are a captive;:}udi nee. They 
• .,L/ 

work here this plant so yo can easily say "If yo don't 
/ 

goddammit , you ai 't getting into / r 
black mo emenL ou couldn ' say tat. all we cou d do was 

them Un le Tm ' s. In th unio we called them a scab. A scab 
// 

was a Nobody ed to be called a sea .-.Now t hey ' re 
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scabbing e erywher , f lks doing 

somepl ace on s y ike ad nobody 

In fact , f s ~ ebody w uld go there and t 

the goons out t re 

time. You'd be at 

up 

b ak 

ls 

hell ou them. O 'd have a march on the plant 

get scabs to come say they hired. We'd send the goons out thers 

and beat the hell out of them and route it. That's the way it 

\ 

/ 
went. 

With the black movement coming on you call them Uncle 

You give them a name, that's all you could do. Tom or scab was 

practically the same thing. One was that you want to work without 

being in the organization, the union, without supporting the 

organization. The other one was that you didn't want to help do 

nothing in the struggle about blackness, but you wanted to bene­

fit. Or that you tell the man everything, which is what a scab 

did too. So that is where I came from out of the labor movement 

and just a lot of that stuff transcended over in the black move­

ment when the black movement started. Then also, some of it came 

from the Fair employment Practices committee which we 

the meetings. In 1946, the UAW set up the fair employment prac-

tices committee. The purpose of that committee was to 

discrimination in and around the plant. 

so much the hiring, because at that 

time everybody could--get hired but putting all black people in 

one particular classification or in one particular section of the 
~M"e, . . 

plant. We was also trying to upgrade people, to different 

skills. It was always based on seniority then. We didn't have 

what they got in affirmative action. We just meant that if say I 
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been working at the plant for a year , I s hou ld be a ble to go into 

skilled trades before somebody got hired off the street could go 

i nto skilled trades. So we had the fair employment practices 
~DO+-"/)~ 

~ committee that fought against discrimination in and around the 

~ plant and also inside the plant. That started in 1946. 

We used to go out on a Friday night downtown though and 

p icket all the different restaurants~ that wouldn't serve 

black people. We had to go up and down Woodward Avenue. Ernest 

Dillard , me and him, we used to work together . ~ 
~~w W\ D•~~ tn rws"Vl.11l~ 

I used to work there too. I th.t'nKvt was out of there at 

that time. Workers Party. He was in the social 

ut he worked at Cadillac, Fleetwood. So the 

Chrysler local practice committee and the Cadillac fair 

practice committee u d to function together. We did that out of 
fo1..t ~ 

the NAACP. We used to meet downtown at the NAACP on h:bi erneis. 
I'\~~ 

~t they YWCA. on the struggle both from the NAACP in 

relationship to what was oing on in the plant and what was going 

on in the streets too. we broadened the fair practice commit­

tee to work both inside ad outside of the plant. In the outside 

of the plant we ing more with the NAACP. Inside the 

plant we was working jus with the fair fractices(s9mmittee. 

(EM) 

It was in the 40 1 s. 

practice committee was 

going to the restaurants? 

46, 46, 48, 49, 50 the 

,1 

serve-t:lr±-a~~ --' 
• ac. • • • "' • Cl • _, C. ., O C. 0 o • 4 

15 



f olks i n her e " . So we ' d f ile a c ompla i nt under the Diggs Act. 

The Di ggs Act was/ there should be no d iscrimination in Michigan 

under land sea or air and all that stuff. We would g~ in and we 

would be refused ser v i ce/ s o we ' d call t h e po l i c e and we'd t ell 

t h__em we ' d wa n t to fi l e a complaint. They would say "What you 

complaining about. If they don't want you over h e r e why don 't 

y ou go ove r on Hastings street and get yourself something." We 

sa id "We don't want to eat on Hastings. We want to eat at t h is 

place." He said "Well the man said he don't want to serve you." 

"Yes but the law says he has to serve us." So we'd hav e an 

argument with the police but he eventually would write up t h e 

case. Then we'd go down to 1300 Beaubien that Monday and follow-

up the complaint and file the case on them. Then finally they 

would have to agree that they would serve us and then we would 
we..wo,,~ 

have to send back a team to see that they did serve you. A Kee~ 

going back until we'd break it up. But at that time we'd hav~ ­

lots of people that didn't want us in there, even the customers 

in there would say "We're going home get our guns and run these 

niggers out of here'' but we still stayed. This was up and down 

Woodward Avenue. We broke up all the bars and eating places from 

downtown up to Grand Boulevard and then we went on up as far as 

Cl ahanont because there was lots of white restaurants up on Wood- I I 

ward in those days that wouldn't serve blacks. We would go in 1 

VJ 
~ and ask to be served and they would refuse use. Or some places 

we 'd go in, we went to the Hotel Detroiter. They even disagreed 

not t o serve but they put salt in our food. We called the manag­

e r a nd s ay i t was full of salt and he'd say "It don't taste like 

no sa l t to me". He knowed they put salt in it. Lots of time J 
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we'd go in and they'd deliberately break the glasses up in front 

o f us to let us know they wasn't going to eat out of something 

some nigger ate out of. All of this took place under fair em­

ployment practices committee working with the NAACP. This went 

on t hroughout the 50 ' s. At the same time, we were still act ive 

in the union. l,O(U>v\ • 

Then we had the ~ murder tr ia 1 here in Detroit. That' s 

where the cops went up one Sunday and chased some black guys and 

chased them to their house and their father came out with his 

Winchester and shot two cops. Then we had this big trial called 

That was a big issue because they final-the Gordi murder case. 

ly gave Gordwsome time. 

had several ~fferent big 

We said he did it in self-defense. We 

cases in Detroit that had something to 

do with police brutality or discrimination in the city. That was 

very active from 1946 all the way up into the 50 1 s. Then in the 
--nu....--

50 's, stuff started happening again down south. Emmet !P!!'Pil 

murder case. Lots of UAW members began to kind of transfer their 

interest from the union to working in the civil rights movement. 

None of us thought it ever would have got to that point at that 

case. We thought that racism was going to go on forever like it 

would. All was happening then was most black folks would leave 

the south coming up north because it was supposed to be better. 

Though up north here it was just as segregated as they were down 

south. The difference is at least they could talk back to folks 

and raise hell and nothing would happen to them. In the mean-

time , the police force had lots of southern cops on it in Detroit 

and on a Saturday nights there were raids in the black community, 
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beat the hell out of folks. Put them in jail and turn them out 

on Monday morning. 

Nevertheless, I would say from 1943 on there was lots of 

tension in Detroit that remained. That was in the air for all 

that period. That was the first time there was an expansion 

where people got out of the ghetto. Up to then, blacks was con­

fined on the east side, lower east side and a few on the lower 

west side. All inside the Boulevard. There wasn't no black 

living outside the Grand Boulevard circle. After the rebellion, 

people began to move outside. Some, well particularly Jewish 

people moved from around Linwootd, Cl~ont and in that area and 

black moved into those places. It was mostly Jewish people 

moving and blacks moved in because the Jewish weren't going to 

move. Then the FHA made it possible for lots of poor whites to 

get a house because they could get a loan with $50 down and move 

into a new house, an FHA house. Blacks couldn't get it. We 

couldn't even get an FHA loan on anything inside the Boulevard. 
-nu-­

All these things made tension in the air. When the Emmett ~l 

thing come, there was already up north tensions in the air. 

Down south, the tension was so many of the soldiers from the 

south, blacks in particular, had went from the south to the army. 

So down south these boys was coming back from the army and they 

was deciding they wasn't going to take the crap they used to take 

before the army. At first when they came home there was lots of 

incidents but down south, the conductors and motormens on the 

streetcars and buses all carried guns, just like they was police. 

There was lots of serious trouble happening in the south. Then 

at that period the Ku Klux Klan had started bombing blacks who 
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they thought was getting "uppity" as they called it. They were 

moving in neighborhoods pretty close to white neighborhoods even 

though down south, blacks and whites had lived pretty close 

together pretty much all their life. I remember when blacks 

lived up here and whites lived back there. Black street and 

white street. Then lots of blacks also worked for those white 

people so it was a much closer relationship than it was up north. 

But they had also a place for black folks. Now, I would say, 

there was tensions in the south and there was tension up north. 

Tension in the south was the young blacks as they come back from 

the army was not going back to the old way. The tension up north 

was more of blacks moving into neighbors which could have been 

all white. Seeing around them whites having the better jobs than 

they had and the inability for them to go into fancy restaurants 

and shopping centers to get clothes and things like that. And 

the fact that Hudson's, Crowley's and all those big department 

stores only would employ real mulatto blacks. 

employ no dark-skinned blacks. 

They wouldn't 

In the late SO's lots of people who was active in the civil 

rights movement, whether they were in the plant or the NAACP 

outside the plant, we began to have a little picketing of Kresge 

in support of the folks in the south. We had lots of little 

strikes downtown. We'd go in different big restaurants and raise 

hell because if it was a national chain, down south they didn't 

let blacks in so we'd picket them up here. This was in support 

of the south. And a few black people began to go down south to 

support the folks down south. Now the movement began to shift. 
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Up until the big march here in 1963 which come after the killing 

of the 4 little girls in Birmingham , most black folks up north 

was doing things to support folks down south . Lots of them who 

had been up here for awhile kept saying "I wouldn't live down 

there. I wouldn't take that stuff down there". But they had 

just left from down there. The sentiment was in support of the 

folks down there. They wasn't doing nothing yet about what was 

happening here. Only after 1963 did they begin to recognize 

"Hell, we need to do something about here." Then the movement 

became both the north and the south. It broadened. The movement I 

didn't come until after 4 little girls was burned in Birmingham. 

That was 1963, that's when we had all the big marches all over ~) 

the country. I was in all of them. I was in the march here with- ~ 

Martin Luther King. 

That was the biggest march they ever had in the United 

States anywhere. Bigger than the one in Washington. They didn't 

say that but we knew we had over 300,000 people. That day I was 

just with family. All of our friends were together. I think the 

union marched too with a different group but a lot of people 

didn't go with the union, they went with their own families and 1 

their block groups. What had happened, the blacks had organized 

all over the city and the churches. Rev. 0<?~1ots of 

organizing. All of the preachers agreed that they would have a 

rally and every one of their churches had a pre-march rally. 

That's what got out so many people. The day that they had it, 

from Warren Avenue and Woodward to Downtown, from Woodward over 

to Brush Street on one side and to Cass on the other side, it was 

a solid wave. Now all these people wasn't black. Lots of whites 
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were there too. I'd say the bulk of them black. Then people 

came from the suburbs and joined in so it was a tremendous march. 

They marched down Woodward Avenue. It was a like a Thanksgiving---r-~ 

Parade. They marched Cobo Hall where Reuther spoke and where 

King spoke,but none of us could get near there. It was just 

impossible. The only people who marched up there with them 

actually got in at that time. I don't think that place held many 
• "111t> ~ ~ 

people back in them days. So people stood out there on the 

street, on Jefferson1 and all the streets up there and listened to 

it over the loud speaker. 

TAPE BREAKS--NEW TOPICS ~'- _jf'"_ 
('l\01/,e,,....~ ";,rW"y.:;., 

The :black mouie s1a,~iii in the labor movement. I think it was 

coming from out of the south with the belief that peoples ought 

to relate to each other better than what they were doing and a 

sense of believing in fair play. I was put on lots of times when 

I didn't want to do something I did it. The call got bigger than 

me myself. I think, I was always thinking of something bigger 

than me so I didn't get limited by "Hell, all I~ ave to do is 

take care of Jimmtf'\ I alwaysKnew that the world could only be 

made better if a lot of other people was involved in it. That I 

was not going to change the world by myself and therefore it was 

my responsibility to work with others or try to give some leader­

ship to others for both of us to participate. I was well aware 

of how divisive things could be when one group is torn against 

each other. I think by being in the labor movement around, par­

ticularly the 'Wobblers, I learned a deep sense of what I would 

call at that time class struggl/ / hich meant that I recognized 
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. 2 . ~ 
that it wasn't Just a black struggle0 Placks and whites• in the 

st~uggle. so I come out of that too. .I knew that it was 

important that all the di£ ferent ethni~ roups shouid struggle 

together. It didn ' t always happen that way . Those we r e the 

th i ngs t hat I think motivated me to try to always broaden hor i -

zons. 

(EM) When did you meet Grace? Did you meet her in one of 

these groups? 

In the SO's. In 1949 or 50's. After the war was over lots 

of group from New York and around spreaded out all over the 

country. Prior to the war they had been active in the early 

formation of the labor movement. Then the war came and everybody 

was working and that thing got kind of gobbled up. Then the next 

great organization took place in 1945. Now they were going to 

organize all over the country, it didn't happen but that's what 

the idea was. People came from New York who all had more skills 

in the organizing people. People from the garment workers union 

and the miners from out of West Virginia and they come in and 

brought their skills in and helped organize. It was in that 

period that I met Grace because Grace had been in New York. Then 

we was in the same organization which at that time was Johnson 

Forrest. ??? James and Rieu?? Donayesky. She was a Russian 

woman out of Chicago who had been secretary for Trosky. Theolau­

ra James had came from Trinidad and went up to England. He was a 

writer, philosopher. Theolaura James was the leader of our 

organization and it was called the Johnson Forrest??? Rieu 
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Donayesky's party name was Fanny Forrest but her name was really 

Rieu Donayesky. Then Theolaura James' name was Johnson so it was 

the Johnson Forrest?? we called it which was a group that split 

from out of the establishment. That's where Grace and I come 

from, out of the political organization. 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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