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SIDE A 

Let's just start with as far back as you remember. 

0 ,1.,! -"~''l !:a, 
~ .t-i?: 3t, memories .gf Ha:il!llii.ag was that my Father took 

<-:::2 l,,)htfl:. (JJ~l\lt. N(JV:,. 
2 -Ulas ie1.R'!Jiii, :. · a few blocks from ~. Ha- 1:: eh: 1w ee a 

~ aIJl!@!.SwhLte hj:s~2:S toµ r.ien. I was a little girl, about 
~-~ 

3 or 4. :i;~~e--,wvii11R@~·~1~ ~•~;aiail,;lt;;-;:t~h .. a:itd :'e~ii!-ifflft1,?e-. He walked me across the 

street from the place that we were, over to this gigantic pit 

that was in the ground. It looked like a canyon to me. It was a 

gigantic dirt pit. He looked at me and said "Ling Ting Tong r 

(_;hich was my nicknam~, this i! ~Aii"1&~astings wa1a tg b~ All 

my life I eliriR, Is kii6"W what ttiab 'tJSl!I !11!5 a lib(!lg tJi~ ~ had v 
I 

I 
I 

this memory of this pit. As I got older I realized that what 
-"-r (("'4~ltr ) /y,O lrJ~~ 

-::1- h~iE-trJ ~t11a••--•1111111wre&-l!!l!SP- was the initial diggings for the I-7 5 ..A freeway . .,( 'J{Y 
0f Plfl1Ml<A )\~ V h\ S ~ft.ti\~ ,-9-/ 

father so~ fAj J ~ understood~ with ~sontgneet was that a 

way of life had been totally destroyed by the Chrysler freeway. 

The street of Hastings just no longer existed. His !a=. shop Q./ 

.ha d t en=---a c M&Ck a"f'Ri=1'1actit ;s, 2igh~ aewR 11 
0... 

ehc f!:l!a~ memory that is very graphic to me. 

Sd7rga,t: ~ That is __ _ . 

I was born in 1954. My father had a record shop. He was a 
7 \Jo tJ BA t\.-h.-. 

man by the name of Joe·vouB ■ ll'~ He had a record shop at 3530 

Hastings. One of the reasons that I also know the address is 

because he also made a record called 11 3530 Hastings''· He didn't 

actually sing but had someone record it. ~ 

\ 
I 

\ 
I -
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x ( Not the record about the bars on Hastings? That was your father! 

¥:J He also produced a record called the Hastings Street Jump 
(J"'- ~/)J~rJ~S 

that talked about the different life or something. 

i 
/

There's one about the different bars. It goes from one bar to 

another. It includes Sonny Wilson's and the longest bar in the 

\ ~ 

world. Was that his? -i_ cAJt (o1iffV1 
J ~+ 

,,.Y\.- t.1 Ol\tiJ tCC'DS-

h )i, J "'1IL 
Maybe. I don't have copies but other people do. ., )\ 'r ~ yt,. <e....,·i 

0 r ) . , 

tape cuts 

'-N11 0 . 
A\\ ~t, .J 

My father ~ e reeerd shop aak ~/~~a1 oJ!!e d the record 

shop after WWII. He had come up from Macon, GA and had worked at 

a number of odd jobs which a lot of people did before the war. A 
\ l\r• (: .sc ~It. 

lot of blacks were blocked totally out of ~orma \ production work. 

He worked at Eastern Market, a gas station, things like that. My 

father had always been an audiophil~ He had always been a 

record collector. I remember him telling me that when he was 

young in Georgia he would ay _. sell records from a wheel bar-
\'- II . 

rel. This was in the days of race music. 
ovfllAII 

when there was noAknowledge of the legitimacy 
,~ ,, ~ 

was just these separate race labelsr;1...-=i.1 
J 

nies kind of "ghettoiz~ • a sectiori of their 
' ' ~"""' P s olll,(.•.\"i -" r!) 

this ~ usic" as it was{called _,. He 

collector. 

2 

These were the days 

of black music. It 

~ e record compa

record company for 

was always a record 



( \ _,){ l r-J'~cr 0- {\(} ~1) 1' \ 

A:fs,t:cr the war, he had worked in war production fa.et0 • ie.s. 
J_ IJ,' 0'-" ~""10 ~'\+ 

He was in the area of Mack and Hastings. ~ ~n old Jewish lady had 

a candy store that ~ as either closing or going out of busi
e;,r 

ness. Through one thing -a.a- another, he got this store in which 

to do business. My father wo.e e:n eK-:tremely flamboye:11t petsuaali ...e__ 
j,J h, -$ f. hl l/ ~tMS; 

t;r Ha was a brilliant person and flamboyanY, ve:Fy b j 90 p:l'ofile..r,..e__ 

high energy and busy. I imagine that he was very enthusiastic 

about this possibility of a record shop. Particularly where 

there weren't many places where you could buy black music in 

"'"" ftiJ Detroit. There were really ne sHeh ehing as . record shops as 
\l~ fh,J """"''I of ·,,.,ot ,t->o~.it, '"'°"" p,.J o I "f 

today there are He stteh tnings as~ ecord shops.A 7he record shops 

are gone now because the big major chains have assimilated the 

small shops quite a bit. It has gone through 
fo r 

a cycle. At that 
0. f~"" i ~~pv,,o~ · 

':> Jl,\ ~ there were ~ record shop~a~~-:iii~~..:~J~eP1n.J?e~w--'1:t:il.e111Fr He opened ft ;~e& 0 5(l L 

~ shop selling J TT J • ~ J I a 11, rhythm and blues[" He 

was also very interested in the production of music. I don't 

know where he got this knack for the reproduction of music. I 
$as C 'o'° ~,'.>\-\J\ ,J<:.lO 

think it must have been Adue to the tecpnology after the war. 
°'- '( Son\~tJ\l)\ f:..S 

After CV'&F~~wa ~ ituation there are alu J J , technological break-

throughs that filter down into normal life. I'm sure that re

cording became one of those breakthroughs. It became more acces

sible. He began to record in this record shop. Hastings was 

always a place where there was a lot of entertainers, entertain

ment, singers that always came through the bars and the clubs. 
fll r,,tl v,.S 

My father was the first person to record a lot cf/people because 

there was nowhere else they could be recorded. I can remember 

when I was a little girl, the artists would be fascinated by the 

I 
' 

reproduced sound of their own voices. This 

3 

was in the ~( 



0~ 

1950 1 s. This was pre-Motown. :ft would be a big deal to go to 

Joe's record shop and have your voice recorded. Sometimes he / 

would let kids in the neighborhood do it. It was a big thing. 

This went on for some time and he became very successful. There 

were. very few record shops; l:le- waliiR' t the eRly Ol-lC...Y ;in particu

lar, very few in this area where blacks were congregated- around 

Hastings and Brewste1@aRd this ar ea hg~J He became very popular 

as the place you bought records in that area. _!).e was open almost 
r.::o~ 't...\-1 Mt~ ;::::.. C\., 

all night longf ~ He always played records out of ~ loud speaker 
..p.A ~ Ovt oµ ~~ S-t-f~~t--

of the record shop so you could hear /\music as v41~iiii.BEJS , aniG en. I 

can remember people like John Lee Hooker being at the record 

shop. Even local ~ eople such as Washboard Willie--I always 

remember him. I thought that was so crazy that a man would play 

a washboard. 

My father wasAa song writer. He wrote a lot of music but 

mostly was involved in the production of music. He was a very 

strong figure at that time. "e was one of the first blacks to 
"'b~ \-,\it,~ 

independently produceAmusic. j..t had not really been done on a 

large scale before. Before the: racJ'm~ic was done Jsometimes 

subsidiary labels. There were~ labels out of the South. 

There has always been black music recorded. He was one of the 

first here to try to do it on a large scale professionally and to 

try to get this music out. That went along for a period of time j 

and he became quite prominent during that time of the mid to late 
· SE:pi~ --

1950 's. He was in .'.? CPH1e magazine which was comparable to Ebony 

magazine. He was in the Michigan ~hronicle as one of the best 

dressed men in Detroit . He was a profile around town and always 
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involved in Jmusic and entertainment. 

13 g f, 'i>iitt~.rl" ~ ppened is 
1'~,,.>~ 

\'we., 
that/ Rev. C.L. Franklin had a church in the 

area and was already known for his extraordinary preaching 

skills. People would just flock to his church to hear him 

preach. He was an institution already in the 1950's. My father 

had heard about Rev. Franklin, they were all in the same neigh

borhood, and approached him and asked if he could record these ·/ · 

sermons. This was something that had not been done on any wide 

sriffmans b.ae segR reproducga sw.:t not ell th&~ 

~----:lt1e~~e-ll~ t:dt1't11e.~tt-1:t::l=R~i~s;.-,w1.aa..ssL.lhl.letli nngg~ dl..col.l:ae=l-8~ -? t that time it was rare 

scale. Some actttal 

that someone had a tape recorder. This was in the days of the 

big reel-to reel tapes. 

My father had his own record label. His gospel label was 
JV(J 

called Battle
1

which was his last name. ~was also a record 
Vo>J 

label. ?B •'\_was a record label. He produced rhythm and blues 
(lJ\) 

on those labels as well. He was in , .1 .... ·.~.!~\ arrangement of some 

kind with Chess records in Chicago. 

I remember when they began to record Rev. Franklin's ser

mons. This was the first time they were formally recorded al

though Rev. Franklin had been on the radio prior to that. This 
-1-v.A+ -\-\it_ 50 M of> s 

was the first time~they would be able to be bought. They would 

play these sermons on the large speakers and more than once had 

to call the police to break up the crowds that could gather to 

hear Rev. Franklin preach. It was amazing. Rev. Franklin's 

impact is really something. There is a story to be told about 
fr\ 

hi65 well. It has always been kind of strange for me growing 

up with in this environment of my father's business and his 

talent. He was a conduit for other people. I took for granted 
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that my father was on the radio. I was always in the middle of 

these personalities coming by the house, playing music in the 

back yard. I called my father's record shop one time after it 

was on 12th Street, 

answered the phone! 

just to speak to Daddy and Stevie Wonder 
(3..rt 

That was how I grew up. A he wasn't famous 

per se in his own righ~ 1'.rb i JI · 
tc, I\ l I want to i.....e his story • 

t6}Jd : 

Elaine talks about telling the stories of the people who weren't 

famous and how they are important. The people who aren't going 

to have their stories told are the people who really made histo-

ry. . . . 

A lot of that early history is on Hastings. There is a 
o,>\'\ 

tendency to treat Hastings asAa night life area because people 
~~ol,tS . ,,0 ~,,hf.c lJb!. ~ 

gravitate to the s-tere \ regarding the bar~~ In fact it was a 
(,~ 

major c er I i t~community. It was where business were. over 

a period of time many blacks began to buy into or take over the 

~ # wisl1 storefronts. They began to work there and own grocery 

stores and businesses, cleaners, shoe shine places. 
A~ oo+, C 

--,\ti~ 1S C'-, 

We==Ha:- r fi a , t., 

tendency to glamorize black history into ' Harlem Renaissance 

kind of picture of black life. Everybody does not go to night-

clubs. People go to work every day. They always did. People go 

to the grocery store. You have to be careful to get some balance 

because this glamorization of history can trivialize our history 

i..Sto "Hastings was a bunch of bars". The Eastern market was a very 
I -t 

central place at that time. It wast'a place like now for subur-
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uv bAµ , , 
· cs ~ . r • vS-\

) f. rJO ~J f P' ~(.;,o>u... ,l--\\t, A~"'° ... f hUL err 

banites/ to come and taste of the fruits o \ Detroit. It was/ the 

place where people shor/~O At that time the Eastern market was -aL-

1(') -\"~t. ~ centralj ee.~ie :par~ There is a very old friend of my family that 
~• QOll t. 1o~1'-•w, -f\ 
-\\..'cl..:,l'\ .._ has just recently deceased, 9 o something years old. He owned a 

grocery store on Hastings street for years and years. His name 
0'1tf 1vt,°\'.:{L')~'t. v~•vf•I.J ti /),,JO hi) 0 )<:_,vO\,,,J 

was Ollie Smi ~\ He had gone to {\sohool 114-eh\ George Washington 
~A~ ~ 

Carver aae.- "tr8:~ He=e f his s;:ladcn:t: i . Because of segregation and 

~-the enelosure ef "llf!Op le i:R that a :n~. , there were so many people 

who were very, very talented who made up the backbone of that 

community. This is why people must be careful in talking about 
(),->\~ '-' " ;:;,,, 

Hastings/as a place where all the players 'ii,lM e. That's non-
w t,r~ 

sense. That's an aspect of life ) as the social aspect is always 

an aspect of any life. You had peopled who were degreed people 

who owned the grocery stores because they could not assimilate 
Lf}l~{r1 lr,)l~,+E. 

into the R 75>: J.\ society. These pillars of the community were all 
-+ ~"- e. C)-r,,,.,..,.J~ 

overt You can also glamorize the close-knittedness they talk 

about now. It was a real community. The reason I think it is 
v~->'i1°A\\i ti h i) ~ \x(.o M(.. 

described asAclose-knit ~ is because it~ almost ~f &s ~f =i~ 
' ,, 

~ impossible to conceive of a'normal black community today 
r,-.t.o'1 A f'INO -\-hG. i at , ( t 

because of 1;M "destruction ~ the community. So t:h e , :l t was 

just a ~ommunity of a people that lived in a certain area, 

were all a part of the infrastructure, had their social roles, 

teachers, post people there. All of these people were in this 

one community. Whether it was close knit or not, you can say 

that for lack of any better way to describe it but it was a 

~ community. It was also coming to be a very prosperous 

community because you had a number of black business people that 
I 
i ~s 

had been in the trench for many years. They had serviced tha:J 
7 



community and were becoming what one could call affluent. This 
+1-vr\-

is one reason t:hrougl,oo~ th€! h isl:orj c ~ Ha.s.t..iBg~ , in retrospect, 

people talk about how Hastings was destroyed purposefully. That 

has always been the scuttlebutt within the community. The white 
~ v'l~ ' ~,l")l:N IL 
·~ a-n decided to get rid of Hastings because that community was 

~ becoming too strong. That it was a way that blacks were able to 

function properly. 

This is why I always remember my father and that pit. Here 

was this scar that used to be Hastings, that was an entire commu

nity of life. I can remember that we used to go visit an older 
,t\.._'1 01\\'\ o \.i, r,. th/\ \-

Jewish man called the ~ad Russian, why~ I don't know. He was an 

older guy, a real kermudgeon type. He was a record wholesaler. 
'F<i r f\ i..)h , \ <c., 

I ; after Hastings was gone his little store still stayed. 

still some storefronts left right there. On Hastings 

icked up records wholesale there and 

remember visiting him. He was part of that commu

nity for many years. 

c:tt:astings over a p;riod of tim::e'.S . . Peopl& Ao~ 1 r &m0 robe~ 
...-r- '!, ;,\- o~c...r V fo f h:.. 
these are not my memories, A remember 1 when th'e rumors began that 

they were going to put a freeway through Hastings. It was 

laughed off by a lot of people. When the media berates Coleman 
~f'~ I t,l ~ ~.;.~ 

Young about ~~e people want 
~l\'T 

same thing that happened to 

to take back Detroit, that is the 
wo..>ID 

Hastings. People be~ a n t \ say, 

they're going to get rid of us here and people would laugh at it. 
\<:.,.()w 

When they look back at that they fee l t ae e ta~ that this area 

was totally demolished for this freewa. You understand what the \'. 

role of freeway development does to these communities. tt ' s , er ~ { 
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1. t 
,-y- pYr ~esefu l and totally destroys the infrastructure of the people 

in that area because of the disbursement that takes place. ~ 

die~~ r semen~ o f Has ti ng&, a Jot o f t:ha t t ook p l ace on 12th 

----:> st.reet 3t f-t!e r t hat period ef time, _I don't personally know what 

(o 

went on when my father moved, how it took place. My ae:e ual <-

m~or i ~s v e I e ;.n 1 2 u~ s Lz eeL My father ' s record shop moved from 
~ ~ - ------_9-

Hastings to 12th. (_I.twas & mi gration Ei1a• t ook~~ I remem-

ber how many people were still familiar from Hastings. It was 

like a migration of a peopl~ from one section of a country to 
~m~ .s, -\' )I..Af->'\ 

another. They still hadAthe same businesspeople. ~had moved 

to 12th Street to try to re-implant their businesses in the 
. ~ 

community.~ Of course, something is lost in that sort of major 

transition. 

What was happening on 12th Street that it could accommodate that 

influx. 

ll'his is my pelitieal analysis of iYrnterspersed in all of 

this is real estate turnover and money. When you talk about the 

destruction of a city you have to be more sophisticated that to 

talk only about crack cocaine. 
~•·isr fbj)Elil 

eecz= 11 i.e ?7 hctn being turned over 

pro vu-'"~ 
You're talking about th y 

> rJ ·h '~)('}\.n~~ ~~ 
and over~ real estatel'fSpecu-

lation. By a lot of stuff that is going on behind the scenes 

determining where these people are going. Because with every 

forced migration of blacks out of one community, there opens up 
, cl) 1 ... t 7 h-rK~ 

another major community because of the~speculation that takes 

place. it g en e :r: a 11 y has be eu s a 1 t1 tha t we f o 11 mw.•'--tt:.l:b1.1ea__,J:T.ee~u~s;.-Jb01tttl'tt--:1I~---<---> 

~ 011 • t 1 Hte t~at. Wlrar happens i s - that the real cs lsate turns ~ 

9 



d 

over. Another area is opened up for those that precede us . They 

move further west. We move in to supplant those businesses but 

there is always a mixture there. There is always a mixture 

during the transition. There were always Jews, Slavic peoples 

that were also store owners. Then you had the blacks who had the 

various different businesses. It's more like, there's money 

er hands underneath. I don't mean illegal. There is a 

dynamic that is taking place that is more that what it appears to 

be in order to accommodate major moves from one area to another. 

There are a whole lot of people who are profiting from all this. 

Oh yes. This is where these crocodile tears come from people who 
,' ,. 

just can't understand what happened to Detroit but they've made 

all their money in real estate. vnq Jta ce- ~o be ei?-rcfuil liet!e::.ning .A.-.. 

to these peep~ There was money to be made. It's not just 
. ~(. ,A./ 

financial, it's also psychological in terms of~turnovers. The 

physiogamy of the city, how it sets itself up from one area to 

another. When the Hastings break-up took place, there was seme 

disbursemen~o tha c ast sta?. Some of the business community 
' 

went to the West side. It was almost like people who come from \ 

down south feeling comfortable up north still because they are 

around people that they know from the south. hat was the dynam-

ics from Hastings to 12th. Not just 12th Street but that whole 

neighborhood: Virginia Park, Claremont, that whole strip. I 

remember my grandmother telling me prior to the 19S0's wanting to I 
buy a house on ~ E\~ 

C..\f\1 ( l"\0 ,1.lr, 
She had saved her money diligently 

I 
an~ 
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Li)~) ·rt--
was told that the/ neighborhood there was very concerned about her 

.\'h/)'f" 
buying a house there and[ there was going to be trouble. They 

encouraged her to find another place to live. She refused to do 
I 
I 

so. They came to her with an offer not on;J to return the money J 

she had bought but to give her the a.-slf:-± ncl money to buy another ; 
So ~,; +1b , 

house in order to get out of there. 1' She ~ _movEJ to J1 Conant I 

.-~ "wt ..:._ , 1 show
1 

you J' ust/1 
· \~..,+-Gardens area. It was prior to the 1950's. ~ v 

fh!:., C.Ni11,-wt fl/H'l wl)S ·H1'uv. 
I 

the racial composition of tl:ia:\i same ec •• j J C bbforc t ha't . The 

turnover was -fn:ut L:y~ immense. ·--=• 

The record shop was on 12th Street. I was about 10 years 
0 

l)JA,-1t:l-}).'c, ~"-(fl 1...,,.'c{\ , 
fyJ Joe.\.)~ 

old. I used t + work there every weekency. My older half-brother) ~ ttld (. 
~ ' 

always worked a-R-d wacs=tt-4:ie pr p ie"l!cn· f o:E s-Otit- 1:! i a: ef the record · 
elocvt 

shop on Hastings. He's very knowledgeable eR Hastings a uaua~ §Tr~ew- (~ 

i 
~ p eB Erew.s-t;e~. 

\ 
i 

By the time the shop got to 12th street, 12th 

too was a normal community. I remember a restaurant called the 

Cream of Michigan. it was like a focal point. It was a big deal 

to go there on Sunday mornings. ¥ou'd see people all dress~ 
I 

~ f r om church geing there to eat. My memories are of Saturday I 
night on 12th Street because the record shop would stay open very 

late. It was intense night life. This was from a child's eyes: 

seeing big cars and convertibles and sharp men. It was very 

exciting. My father never feared me standing right outside the 

record shop and watching. He never feared that something bad 

would happen to me ..w ~ .. t~•: t ~ tO pe:tiod, I remember having a i [1:~ 

· ;, ~~ I~ ' 
heightened sense of consciousness about the influx of drugo/- 1 ~ oz ,.,e._, 

~the fir s t time elr ug s were a part of my con3eiol:isB&&i e. ~ 
( vf.,..,~11 

This a-l-so coincided with the black movement 

that was developing. The Black Panther party had opened an \ 
_i 
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, I 

of fice i n that area. This is the ear ly 1960's. I remember that 1 

~of t--

this was creating the condit i on so that there were/ people that 1 

you thought mi ght rob you. Because the society had been broken 

up f rom Hastings, that same familiar/\infrastructure was gone. 
Nft°J ½t>/ ~() O l) ---.J 

" 
Do · you\ ave~ y no~ion why drugs started t i' prevail?, 

an ini ~ '0~~~ ~ -) 
Do yo~ have 

) 

j 

Oh yeah. On the one hand, it's a social pacifier. On the ot her 

'B:s:re is a ~ lance i \ betw~ n 

to ~ addicts. Addicti ~~ is \ 

The envir ~ ts ,hich peopl ~ ive in can 

addictivfi behavior, addicti~ Q. isease pr~ J sses to 

is a 

'J 
flourish. 

Oh yes. During that period, 

raise. Dur 
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s ' \uation, while you're once that 

p riod after den 

i 

t feeling. 

Yes, but I'm careful about talking about ad iction as a social 

ph 

omething that I want to in terms of how I 

that. 

12th Street seemed to me as a kid to be very exciting. 

sold a lot of record ~ My father's record shop had a regular pop 
✓ 

and rhythm & blues section and then it had a gospel section. he -
always specialized in gospel music. People would always come in, 

-('\LJ. 
they wanted a record by AJames Cleveland or Rev. C.L. Franklin. 

Then I remember his record shop was always filled with recording 

junk and tapes. Tapes of people who had been recorded over a 

course of 20 years. Just a lot of stuff all the time. My father 

developed this real hatred against Sears and Roebucks as an 

expression of the major chains. In other words, white society 

was beginning to get a piece of this black music for the first 

time. They were beginning to understand the marketability of 

black music. It drove him crazy that a person could now go to 

\ 
; 

I 
\ 
\ 
\ 

{Jl/}t~ 
Sears and· pay 75 cents or whatever a 45 was, and buy a recor~. ~ . · k)~ 

fJctp \- .fo, ~\.?t vAh-• "'\ ( ol L I ci ) I) \v,14 M .)1 • . ~ - ·1 ' '<-
That had never been true before;. He had the resentment of a {)~Cv · 

person who thought "what are you all interested in our stuff now 

13 



for?". He didn't like that. 

t >b.J-t
I-(~ 7That is the course 

of capital, the big ones eat up small ones, regardless of the 

color. I 

\ 
Then you had Motown that had developed sim~ltaneously with I 

n<(flt"'~ ANO Dlo ~\,iiC>iJt:O \ 

my father. My father w,es very stubborn·i\and would only record 

I 
I 

\ 
\ 

Negro music, blues, gospel whereas Barry Gordy was taking a 

different track. He understood the new wave or marketability of 
\ 

fO~ eAi''i ct,) f j,<c,Joh/ 
~ music. I know that they knew one anotherAand wereAcompeti-"'c> ,, 

tors of a sort. Until Barry Gordy just out-stripped everybody 

and left everybody in the dust with what he was doing. i My fa
~ 

ther's record shop wasn't that far away from the Boulevard which 
0/iOO'f ~hOf Cli° 

is where Motown was. -RAwas a-s. 12th and Philadelphia. For a 
'1:)-v,... f'itJ() ~p.)~{\ i: ~ 

time it was at £ ue-1 id (c ~ aze ~ 

Over a period of time, the influence of his record shop 

became less and less. B0cause ef the development of "'Metowii,.li._ 

wh-ich I'm s11:r=-e-- caused my father a little chagriR, P'u eazc ::::f"R g__ 

tshe early days of MotGWn they eoopei:ated -with one anotheC Al.s..o-,-'L

jecause of the mainstreaming of black music. You could just go 
:::- ~ ~,,f,r. 
anywhere no,: There was a time when people'would come from out 

of town to the shop because there was no place to get this music. 

People would mail order records. I have copies of letters of 

people6 ho would want a record of Rev. Franklin and had to write 

from Georgia to get it. 

could look over the trees and we saw 

these clouds of black smoke coming from 12th street. We also had 

:fl/\.'\ f A,.;,\~ I; ~IO ', .I 1-1', ~~ \J\•o "•II<. J W ~-•~ \ ' A ft..., ,,:, \i ', .f,. M \). 4Sttttt • 

.,.. l • 14 
• Cl)IJ I c~ trd:,,(t ~~ O~ 0"'1 1.., ~ ~,1 l°I ~ 1, v t. tJ ot:t IJ p r,.l'JO 

I 
! 
l 



begun to hear these news reports that something was happening 

Daddy knew that there was something really brimming over there. 

over there. 
,+\..\ ~•1"+ ~,t.,c.. 

He had been at the record shop.,._and it was a rea~ 
1 

situation developing. In the early parts of the riot, the first 

day, it seemed like kind of a fight that might be contained 

somehow. It was like some bad stuff happening bu.t it would blow 

over. I remember the tension during that time and my father 

conjuring up this bravado that he would be OK, that they weren't 

going to bother his record shop. It was like all of life shut 
\;,ft, 

down during those days, normal Wae didn't go on anymore. Every-

body was watching television. Everybody was really intense about 

~~~~"' 
~ this thingAwas.going on over on 12th Street. Older people 

remembered the race riots on Belle Isle in the 1940 1 s. All of 

them knew that this was not a race riot. My Daddy would 

say that this "ain't no race riot". 
.. ~... I 

news kept sayingAthis 

was a race riot developing. He knew it wasn't because there were 
A\o,-,,> ot.. 

white people in the tumult~ the black people. In a way, 

was one of my first experiences with how the media projects what 

they want. I was about 13. It was so clear to my own eyes and 
,\-W\o\> .\~ttl v,lr t. . 

everyone who I knew, ~A rlhe white people were out there looting 

too. But they kept saying it was a race riot. Not to say that 

the racial tensions didn't exist, but it wasn't black against 

white. It was like the propertied against the non-propertied. 

This cloud of smoke was continuing to develop over the horizon, 

it was getting bigger and bigger. My dad, after his first day, 

kind of closed down the record shop day thinking that the police 

would contain this thing and it would all blow over. Then he 

said that he was going to get one of those signs that said "Soul 
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Brother" and pu~ it on his shop so that they wouldn't bother him. 
'b~ , -' ") f\ ~ J ~i. 0 

I remember At: J ' g I ' about that because he was like an old 

school, older black that didn't like to be called black, didn't 

believe in this Soul Brother stuff and here he was going to put 

up a Soul Brother sign to save his record shop. Then my father 

decided after about the second day that he better take a pistol 

over there. He took a pistol over there and sat in the doorway 
i 

and 1 ike dared anybody to come in there. But ~ the riot began 1,\ 
to move closer, fn the meantime we were watching it on TV but we 

were ourselves involved in it because this is our father's live

lihood. q'his is he\it PQ eeit-1 I think in a lot of accounts you 

hear the acccanbs of people who were either a part of the dis

turbance or had people die, but we had kind of an odd vantage 

point in that we were outside and in it at the same time. 

Watching it on TV and knowing that this was something that inti-

mately involved our life. 
f:J \J f 

Maybe other kids in~ neighborhood 

were just watching on TV but we knew that Daddy's lifeline was 

here, that this thing was getting closer and closer. Even me at 

that time beginning to get a little bit of black consciousness, I 

had this real divided feeling because I knew that those black 

people were doing this for a reason. That there was something 

wrong with the way that they were living for them to feel this 

strongly. To want, to be compelle~ to trash this area the way 

that it happened. I almost felt a little embarrassed: had my 
~.)"" 

father done anything wrong to cause this? --\ Really he was just a \/ 

store owner in the midst of all of this. As the days went on, it 

became obvious that his record shop was going to be caught up in 
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~his tas. The tension in the house kind of built. 
~,"<> _6\\c p 

he could not save t.h±~ th~ . . - ,\ 
In the meantime, the National Guard was stationed across the l 

/"\) '1 ,J A ,->l.1~~6/\000 1 

street fp.tm our house. We lived in Highland Park en California ~ 

which at that time was a~~idyllic place. In a way I had 
1 

He knew 
7 

that I 

these two dichotomous lives. One was a t hemi;;a iR Highland Park 

c-v-and the otha~"':as on 12th Street which was a very high activity 

J;!_ 

I 
I ~-, 

Then here is my nice li~ business district and nightlife. 

home in Highland Park. One day we looked up and here was this 

army across the street. They were stationed at this motel that 

was across the street. I remember when the National Guard were 
6\.l .\\\~ ~131\c.o ,.;1 <.? of~ ~~tL. k-l-PW"laii-fllflf"J-" 

out there and walking d.Gw11 the s Lr eeiJ. I was J~il"ld,z e~ a young 
'-( ?ol,i1<.<~ \-'~11-r 

girl and have always had these visions of~ you see in the 

movies. It was just like a movie: the army goes into an area 
~-.>'t t-\.-clt 'i,0 o... 

and you're the natives.~was al bizarre feeling that they're 

supposedly here to protect you but you kind of know that they 

might kill you too. I walked down the street one morning, and 
,,.;, tl-\ 

here were what appeared to s\ soldiers. A the] u: t1il.d have their 

weapons and stuff. It like a conquering ar~y in a way. It was 

real weird to experience that here you have this kind of idyllic ...--r,a,.,~ I 
-----lifeAand look up to see the army right in your ~yard. They 

1

, 
w;½\ 1'-,~ '-----' /, wo.Jl a 

~t~i+.>l were off duty at the time they were stationed there so theyAbe 

~~~t~J milling around, waiting for orders, drinking pops. I walked down 
-t<'t\ ~ ~~o 

\ ~\UN ~ \ .) 

ilj\.. )~>JO 

~Al~ 
) 

the street to wave at them-just like in the movies. I will never 

forget my mother snatching me back and saying "Get over here." // 
S .., ,~·" ~ ~ e,~ ~ ~ \I U,'J 

I ' ve never been so ctearet in my life1bgeausi my mother under- / 

stood. Here were the people that were here to save her husband's 1 

livelihood but she feels compelled to keep me protected from~ 
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because~he also understands that they might bring me harm . 

That's something else. Of course, a lot of things did happen to 

just regular people that happened to be at the wrong place at the 

wrong time. 

After a period of days, my father would continue to go back 
,O'I+ (J~ 

and forth through the area. It had been cordoned off and iiJ,a 

evacuated after a certain point. He was very distressed about 
< t.C,O f D o L.c. .f 

that because he couldn't see after his ~c,p1r,14y. I think he had 

to have special dispensation to go into the area if he could at 
l°"'~ I 

all. As the tail end of the riot, Daddy took my brotherland 
S, s.ttf 
~ (there are 4 children and I'm the oldest of my father's 

second family) to look at the record shop. He just said "Oh 

Lord" . What bad bappenad;---wa.s lt was like being in a war zone. I 

i 
I 

I 
I 

i 
I 
I 
I :,_--

r 
had never seen a lot of glass like that in the street. Glass was 

all over the street. The record shop was just torn apart, stuff 
\~ ~ r t. w I'} S. 

v/ 
was everywhere. l::.::ee=lieoc that the.LP 1ut&E h&tc Jeeeft a lot of 

damage. It wasn't burnt down as he had feared but had been 

totally looted. He had tapes that he had had for a generation 

just destroyed. It was like h~ whole life "s work had been de

stroyed. I remember that feeling of witnessing my father witness 

that. Of seeing your own father that powerless over a situation 
If- -f\-\. ,s ..... ~t J 

that had taken place. The chaos of it because~fireman were still . 
running abound and guardsmen running around. I think back how 

~fttO 
strange it is that in fact we~experienced a war situation for 

1,,1Af 

that period of time and I witnessed what ~ must have been like. 

l 
I 

' I 
I 

After that my mother saya 1,-t• •~ he reopened the shop for a time_. I 
He was able to somehow pull it together but it never did flouri~ 
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Sia M~-t) 'Mt__ I'\ ) -~ 

after that. He ended up loosing it shMWiely after that~ 1 ·.,;, , 

<)--;. 2 get baek tcgssl •~ . 
~ IJ.>.)o \,'c. WA'::> l\\~U ~t 'oil rt\~ , 

~here i:wa? nateing Jef~ 1~~<de~~~~;l~i~l111111i,w,,,-

how my__ mGt)J a 1r z em@tttbet !i -t:ha:t seeettt.!Se ! ~Oil I C sE:e ho1,p,,, It could 

,2): cnl: t l+t Qa¥S• It was 
~ 

like/\ full circle in a way. It was 

almost as if Hastings was destroyed from the outside and 12th was 

destroyed from the inside. Because it was external forces that 

caused a freeway to be built at Hastings.ba.e "lt nu caLG,lSe C as 
/', f" O 'i }.\ti"°'/\ l. 

) at z..rJ :.-. 12:e& te eil I roy 61;--.-:::: a if 'a& conditions were set 

up for the people .i:1 · J ~to destroy .--.. ) r).~"'h s~rft.t-r. 

I've heard in that area, the city also wanted to destroy that 

area. That they indeed ignite something that was a small inci

dent. 

diplomatic. 

Just dealing with human dynamics, you can't always attribute 
l'\ O-T• \)\;, 

conspir~~rial :ta,R~~ to human events. Sometimes things just 

happen. I do know that things can be encouraged to happen when 

it fits certain interests. I do know the.way that they have 

compelled the migrations over time. They're various forms of 

things happening that cause migrations outward. Part of the 
:;I:>i- '-iA ~ <f&J \-r to IN I) d~_.~,.., ~ ,,P. 

crack epidemic to me is that. ..I¾! a :: ) 1i • elee.111,"d°ut ti land. 

When I look at areas that a person unfamiliar with Detroit ~ 

see as total bomb zones, I remember when these areas were ~ 

~~~riod~~~~~' . nice neighborhoods. see over a period o this 

land and property becomes,. They set up the conditions so 

that you will beg them to do what they wanted to do in the first 

place. A•l•~' ~ situation to develop in a neighborhood so that 
I f\ 

J s It llov-it..O 
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tNtv~t\i 
..e._J/\ . . t t the neighbors are begging you o ear down houses. over a period 

/ t\f(. flt>PC(\'lf .,l)IJtS },i,~M ~ 

when A~ very cheap 
Ctr,N,,.) l'\)t, l\~'<:,or \oO Cl()!) I\ ff:. O{t , Mf'\'tl0 

of time ~~ clear all the property o~~ and 

developers come in and snatch it all up. I don't want to be 
«;,,h,~•~ 

~ conspiratorial about it but there are certain traRa9tethatJ~ 

/ 

exist. There people are always so busy on the news doing all 

exposes of stuff but 

his has 

been. 

people. . . . 

You 

for me 

the riots this way. 
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freeway went in. The next one was the Jeffries and broke up that 

area that had moved from 12th over to the west side. Every time, 

something has been lost. Every single time you lose the family 

times that exist. From Hastings you had the generations that had 

come from the South an now had a generation or tow there and a 

community of people that kept discipline in the community, kept 

the kids paddles properly. 12th you lose a part of that because 

you lose the familiarity of people. It's like something is gone 

in every one of these transitions. Another migration takes place 

and breaks it up a little more. 

END OF TAPE 
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