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CALL TO ACTION ...

SHINING STAR

Negro people of Americal We have come up a long,
road. It's a fight all the way. Where do we stand
today? What shall we do now? How can we reach that
goal of Freedom and Equality which has been our bright
and shining star, guiding us through all the dark and bloody
years of our march from bondage?

Today our boys are coming home from the war. Some
of them will never return—they gave “their last full measure
of devotion” in the fight to prevent the fascist powers from
enslaving the world. To what kind of America have our
veterans returned?

The recent hard-won economic and democratic gains of
the Negro people are in grave danger! The reactionary
enemies of the Negro people are on the marchl Fascism is
not dead!

SOLUTION?

Today in the giant organizations of labor—Packinghouse
—UAW—UE—Steel—and in the Maritime and other Unions
—~the Negro trade unionist walks in newly won equality
with his white brothers in the CIO and in progressive sec-
tions of the AFL. Peace can permit no retreat from these
giant gains. They must be strengthened and broadened—
towards the aim of smashing all vestiges of jimcrow in
those industries which continue to discriminate. The Negro
and white trade union member has a vast responsibility.
Today the problem of discrimination cries for solution.
Organized labor must take the lead in preventing monopoly
capital from turning back the clock.

Four score and three years have passed since Lincoln’s
Emancipation was proclaimed. Seventeen more years will
mark the First Century of Negro progress out of chattel
davery. Will that great Centennial Day dawn in glory upon
a Negro people who are free and equal Americans?

NEW GLORY

World War Il brought new glory to the fighting record of
the Negro people. America’s vast arsenal of production
was augmented to full strength for the first time in our
country’s history—by a skilled labor force of thousands of
Negro workers. They fought the good fight—in the auto
shops of Detroit and Flint—in the steel blast furnaces of
Pennsylvania—in the aircraft factories of California—in
transport through the whole of 48 states—in mine and mill—
as well as on the field of battle—they proved their worth.
Any unorganized minority in the ranks of labor is a threat
to the living standards of all American labor.

Today tens of thousands of Negro men and women are
being thrown out of their jobs. Thousands more are being
down-graded to the lowest paid and worst jobs.

EVIL

In Congress an unholy alliance of evil men, pro-fascist
and reactionary Southern Democrats (Bilbo and Rankin)
and Northern Republicans (Taft, Hickenlopper and Cape-
hart) have ganged up against the FEPC Bill.

In Freeport, Long Island —in the North —two Negro
brothers, veterans, were shot down in the sireets, murdered
by the law. In Columbia, Tennessee—in the South—the en-
tire Negro community was terrorized, shot up and pillaged;
and two Negroes slain in jail, @ mob attack and lynching
by the law.

The corporations and big employers have launched a
great conspiracy to drive down the living standards of the
working people by attacking the trade unions, cutting
wages and raising prices.

Worst of all: the reactionary forces of the nation are
already beating the drums for World War lll. They are
answering the call of Churchill, the tory imperialist, to estab-
lish an Anglo-American rule of white supremacy over the
entire world.

The Truman administration, which is joining hands with

the British overlords of millions of colonial peoples, is allow- -

ing the Roosevelt program of world peace, security and
expanding democracy to be cast aside.

A similar reaction set in after the Civil War. Under the
leadership of Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman and other
Negro heroes, the recently freed slaves rallied to demand
their rights as citizens. A series of Negro People’s Con-
ventions was held throughout the country. They were a
leading factor in defeating the administration of Andrew
Johnson who betrayed the policies of Lincoln. - United to-
gether with the progressive white Americans, North and
South, they brought about the progressive period of Recon-
struction. Result—the only democratic state governments
the South has ever known were elected.

WITHOUT LABEL

Today “made in U. S.” rifles—without label—are sputter-
ing out their grim song of death—against the Indonesian
people. U. S., British and Dutch imperialism have clasped
hands in a united program of oppression. Likewise in India
the Middle East and Africa. The colonial peoples of our
earth need help. Our help—your help—for today they are
rising and fighting—in heed to history’s urgent burning
need. The peoples of America must also help. The fight
against Jim Crow at home is a strike at colonial oppression
everywhere.

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT! HERE IS THE WAY! We must
mobilize the militant millions of our people for mass action—
on picket lines, and at the ballot box—to defeat the enemies
of freedom and security.

We call upon all local councils of the National
Negro Congress; churches, fraternal, civic and
social organizations; trade unions and all other
progressive oganizations of our country, o send
delegates and fraternal delegates to the Tenth
Anniversary Convention of the National Nogr'o
Congress in Detroit, May 30th o June 2nd. Let’s
come together, organize, and plan a program of
action.

Send in attached registration at once.

Draft Program

ELEVEN POINTS FOR FREEDOM

1. Equal jobs and economic security for the Negro people. Immediate enactment of a permanent FEPC.

2. Develop and strengthen the working unity between the Negro people and the trade union movement.
Full support to the drive for organization of Negro and white workers in the South.

3. Passage of the Wagner-Murray-Dingell Social Security Bill, the 65¢ minimum wage bill, and other

measures on labor’s legislative program.

. Passage of the Anti-Poll Tax Bill.

. An end to police and armed violence against Negro citizens and organized labor.
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6. Pass the anti-lynch bill.
7

. Full application of Gl Bill of Rights for Negro veterans and merchant seamen without discrimination.

8. Adequate housing, health protection and education without segregation or discrimination.

9. Protection of rights of Negro agricultural and farm labor and their rights to organize.

10. End discrimination in the armed forces.

11. Freedom for colonial peoples and American support to principles of UNO. U. S. friendship with the

Soviet Union as a necessary means to peace.

Program

THURSDAY, MAY 30th — DORIE MILLER DAY
REGISTRATION AND HOUSING

10:00 AM. - 4:00 P.M. Meeting of National Board and appoint-
ment of working committees for Conven-

tion.

5:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Opening, Detroit Art Exhibit Auspices:
New Masses and Detroit Council, NNC.

8:00 P.M. Keynote address to delegates and ob-

servers by prominent labor figures.

FRIDAY, MAY 31st — HARRIET TUBMAN DAY
11:00 AM. - 1:00 P.M. Opening session.
2:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. Panel Discussions.
8:00 P.M. Negro Freedom Rally.

Jobs and economic security
Civil Rights

Political Action

World peace and democracy
Trade Union Action

CONVYENTION PANELS

SATURDAY, JUNE 1st — CRISPUS ATTUCKS DAY

10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. Reports of conventi t and
panel reports.

B8:00 P.M. Dance and Entertainment.

SUNDAY, JUNE 2nd—FREDERICK DOUGLASS DAY

11:00 A.M. - Noon Non-sectarian Services.

1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. Closing busi i Election of of-
ficers and of National Board.

5:00 P.M. Adjournment.

Veterans — Military Equality

Women

Youth

Council Building

Negro History, Culture and Education



SPONSORS:
(Partial list)

JAMES EGERT ALLEN
Chairman, N. Y. State Conf.,
NAACP Branches
New York

JOHN S. R. BOURNE
Attorney
Boston, Mass.

HARRY BRIDGES
President, Int'| Longshoremen's
& Warehousemen's Union, CIO
California

SOPHONISBA P. BRECKENRIDGE
School of Social Service, Univ.
of Chicago
Hlinois

E. F. BURKE
President, Marine Cooks &
Stewards, CIO
California

HON. JANE M. BOLIN
Justice, Domestic Relations Court
New York
DR. CHARLOTTE HAWKINS BROWN
Pres., Palmer Memorial Inst.
North Carolina
CHARLES COLLINS
Vice-President, Hotel and Res-
taurant Employees Int'|
Alliance, AFL
New York
PHILIP M. CONNELLY
Sec'y-Treas., Los Angeles
Cl1O Council
California
HON. EUGENE P, CONNOLLY
City Councilman
New York
NORMAN CORWIN
Radio Writer
New York
MATT CRAWFORD
Asst. Director, San Francisco
Council for Civic Unity
California
HON. BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR.
City Councilman
New York
FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS
Associated Negro Press
Hlinois
EARL B. DICKERSON
Pres., Nat'l Bar Association
Hlinois

PARTIAL LIST OF SPONSORS
(Organizations listed for identification only.)

JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI
Exec. Sec'y,
Southern Conference for Human
Woelfare
Tennessee
AARON DOUGLAS
Fisk University
Tennessee
SEBA ELDRIDGE
Univ. of Kansas
Kansas
ARTHUR H. FAUSET
President, United People's Action
Committee
Pennsylvania
FREDERICK V. FIELD
Chr. Council for Pan-American

Democracy
New York
ABRAM FLAXER
President, State, County &
Municipal Workers, CIO
New York o

WALTER FRISBIE
President, Indiana Industrial
Union Council
Indiana

REV. STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN
Editor, Christian Register
Moassachusetts

DAISY S. GEORGE
l'uu'nou Agent, Local 6,

HREIA, AFL
New York

ELINOR S. GIMBEL

Chairman, Congress of American
Women 3
New York

EDMONIA W. GRANT
American Missionary Assn,
Nashville, Tenn.

FOWLER HARPER
Indiana Univ. Law School
Indiana

WILLIAM HARRISON
Associate Editor, Boston Chronicle
Massachusetis

DONALD HENDERSON
President, Food, Tobacco &

Agricultural Workers, CIO
Pennsylvania

WILLIAM R. HENDERSON
CIO Sub-Regional Director
Arkansas

LYNDON HENRY
Furriers Joint Council
New York

REV. CHARLES A. HILL
Michigan
LANGSTON HUGHES
Poet
New York

HON. STANLEY M. ISAACS
City Councilman
New York

HON. HULAN JACK
Assemblyman
New York

DR. DAVID D. JONES
President, Bennett College
North Carolina

JAMES JONES
Business Agent, Local 2

ILWU, cio
California

ADA B. JACKSON

Chairman, Brooklyn Interracial
Assembly
New York

ROBERT W. KENNY

State Attorney-General
Pres., Not'l Lawyers Guild
California

HON. ANNA M. KROSS
Magistrate
New York

ROCKWELL KENT
President, Int'| Workers Order
New York

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON
Playwright
California

CANADA LEE
Actor
New York

OSCEOLA E. McKAINE
Chairman, So. Car. Progressive

Democratic Party

South Carolina

CAREY McWILLIAMS
Avuthor
California

PATRICK S. NERTNEY
President, Detroit Nat'l

Llawyers Guild

Michigan

WINIFRED NORMAN
American Youth for Democracy
New York

SAMUEL J. NOVICK
Electronics Corporation
New York

PATRICK H. O'BRIEN

REGISTRATION
THE FOLLOWING WOULD LIKE TO BE REGISTERED:

Organization

BOYD E. PAYTON

President, Maryland-D. C.
Industrial Union Council
Virginia

DR. CHARLES A. PETIONI

President, West Indies Nat'l
Council
New York

WILLIAM H. PIPES
Alcorn A & M College
Mississippi

CONGRESSMAN

ADAM C. POWELL, JR.

New York

MERYYN RATHBONE

Secretary, California State
Industrial Union Council
Coalifornia

DR. IRA DE A. REID
Dep't of Sociology, Atlanta U,
Georgia

THOMAS RICHARDSON
Exec. V. P., United Federal

Workers, CIO
Washington, D. C.

REID ROBINSON

President, Mine Mill & Smelter
Workers, CIO
Hlinois

WILLIAM JAY SCHIEFFELIN
Civic Leader
New York

C. LeBRON SIMMONS
President, Detroit Council NNC
Michigan

CHARLES N. SMOLIAKOFF
Director, Florida State C. 10

Council
Florida

MABEL K. STAUPERS

Exec. Sec'y, Not'l Ass'n
Colored Graduate Nurses
New York

MEYER E. STERN

Dist. Dir., United Packinghouse
Workers, CIO
New York

SHELTON TAPPES
Local 600, UAW-CIO
Detroit, Mich,

RAYMOND TILLMAN
Transport Workers' Union, CIO
New Orleans, La,

CHARLES H. WESLEY
President, Wilberforce U.
Ohio

HENRY WINSTON
National Committee, Com-

State whether Delegate (

Fraternal Delegate (

(Use additional sheet for other registrations)

Prosecuting Attorney munist Party
Wayne Co., Mich. New York

..................... Nat'l ( ) State ( ) City ( )
) Visitor ( Observer ( )

Enclosed please find §....
Enclosed please find $

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS .

Return this application to:

307 Lenox Avenue °

for registration (Fee: $1.00 per registrant).
as contribution for building the National Negro Congress.

New York 27, N. Y
.
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FREEDOM From WANT Means. .
Freedom to Work

FREEDOM From FEAR Means...

Ereedom from Jim-Crow and Lynching

i e

L ]
Unity
with
Organized Labor and the Progressive Forces
in America
In This Direction Lies
Victory — Equality — F ull Citizenship Rights
For the Negro People

o e S R Organize
Annual Membership Fee ... ... $1.00
Subscription to Congress View ... $1.00

DETROIT COUNCIL NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS
114 Erskine, Detroit 1, Michigan
o 14 CAdillac 4993
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Some Achievements of the Detroit

Council of N. N. C. in 1945

® Campaigned for Military Equality — Godman Field Investigation
@® Campaigned for Expulsion of Bilbo of Mississippi
® Checked Checker Cab Discrimination
® Took Leadership in Organizing Negro Veterans
® Fought for Veterans’ Housing Rights
® Supported the G. M. Strike
® Secured Improvements at Miller High School

® Continued Battle for Permanent Federal F. E. P. C.
@® Joined in Progressive—Labor Political Action Campaign
® Fought Discrimination in the American Bowling Congress
® Worked to Unify Organized Labor and the Negro People

® Came to Grips with the Problems Confronting Our People
in Their Neighborhood—Through the Neighborhood Units

The Tenth Anniversary
of the

National Negro Congress

May 30th — June 2nd, 1946 Detroit, Michigan

*

COME TOGETHER AND ORGANIZE

“We have got to fight today with all our power! A rising tide of
postwar reaction aims to beat down the Negro — his gains and his
organized strength. AND WE WILL FIGHT! Alongside increasing
numbers of white allies in the labor and progressive movement, we
will carry forward the struggle for Negro democratic rights until the
whole rotten system of jim-crow lynch terror has been blasted off the
face of America!

“LET US CLEARLY UNDERSTAND that even the partial eco-
nomic and democratic gains of the Negro people earned in their service
to the nation in its struggle against fascism are now in danger of be-

ing SNATCHED AWAY!

We must mobilize the militant millions of our people for mass
action on picket lines, in legislative halls, in city councils, and at the
ballot box — to defeat the enemies of freedom and security who are
now trying to deprive us of those democratic goals for which we fought
and helped to win the war.”

That is why we now call upon all churches, labor unions, social clubs,
fraternal societies, women’s, youth and veterans’ groups to send dele-
gates to the

TENTH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL
NEGRO CONGRESS

May 30th — June 2nd, 1946 Detroit, Michigan
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Detroit Council N. N. C.
Obijectives for 1946

Equal Job Opportunities for Negroes and Women -
A Permanent F. E. P. C.

Every Negro a Registered Voter
Equal Facilities for Negro Veterans
Enforcement of the Diggs Civil Rights Law

Maximum Unity of Labor and the Negro
People

Justice for Our Children in the Schools of
Detroit

Join the National Negro C ongress

TODAY!
A Death Llow to Jim Crow

Detroit Council of the

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS

114 Erskine — CAdillac 4993

C. LeBron Simmons, Vera Vanderburg,

President Executive Secretary

James Bell,
Treasurer




